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 MailCall News 
 
Greetings from Provence!  We are trying to recover from jet lag while planning our time here. 
We enjoyed a visit from Eric Renoux and Jean Michel Soldi just last night. We are happy to 
report that they did have some relative success with cleaning the surviving artifacts in the 
Association's museum, though they are seeking a new home for the museum. Evidently there is a 
history of floods in that area dating back to the past few decades...they say that older people in 
town remember those floods and told them about this after last year's devastating flood that had 
nine feet of mud and brown water in the museum. They are hoping to secure a new place but it is 
hard. 
 
Today we visited the Rhone Cemetary in Draguinan and were happy to meet the new 
administrative  there, Allison Libers, an English national married to a French gentleman, she works 
for the American Battle Monuments Commission. She is making it her mission to get as many 
photos as possible of those buried there, using them to teach visitors to the site. I am happy to 
report that she is familiar with the 517 website and has  consulted it. She welcomes emails to her 
at libersaa@abmc.gov or rhone@ambc.gov 
 
More later 
Claire Giblin 

 
 
Bob, I just received these photos of WWII and would like to share them with the 517th family. 
See:  http://bigpicture.posterous.com/some-very-rare-unusual-wwii-photographs 
  
Myrle had the surgery behind his ear and it is now cancer free.  We have so much to be thankful 
for and especially our freedom, may it reign forever in this great country of ours. 
 
Betty Travers 

http://www.517prct.org/
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Just wanted to pass along a few pics from DC. As usual, the event was first class. I finally got to meet 
Allan Johnson and his daughter Claire, as well as Gen. Seitz. I also got to hang with my buddy Gene 
Frice, and met Jeanne Davis. What a fun, classy lady! My friend Craig Singhaus and I provided some 
gear and uniforms for display. Doing these events reminds us of why we do what we do. Sometimes we 
feel guilty putting on the uniforms that these heroes wore and trying to portray them to the public. Some of 
us were in the military but never saw any combat, others were never in the military at all. I've never had a 
vet tell me that they were unhappy with us, but I always kind of wonder. 
  
Being at this event reaffirmed to me that what we do, telling the troopers' story and educating the public 
as to their deeds is a worthwhile endeavor. I also want to thank a fellow living historian and friend, Joe 
Conway from Frostburg, MD. He attended the event and wore a uniform of the 45th Division. His son, 
Kellen, is stationed at Ft. Meyer with the 3rd Inf. Regt. "Old Guard". He and a fellow soldier helped with 
ceremonies and looking after some of the more frail vets in attendance. God bless the United states and 
God bless our Veterans and the "Greatest Generation". 

 

John Coffee 

WW2 Airborne Historical Company 
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Dear Bob:  would you please let Claire know the Seitz "kids" and grandkid's whole hearted thank you’s for 
her superb recount and photos of the wonderful mini-mini reunion yesterday (8/6) at the award of the 
French Legion of Honor to Dad and the three members of the 3rd Inf.Div. as part of the Operation 
Dragoon Remembrance that Captain (ret.) Monika Stoy and her husband Tim organized. (Monika is 
amazing.) To share the event with President Allan, Claire, Gene and Mrs. Davis plus the surprise 
attendance of General Petreaus to be there for Dad made this an occasion that our family will savor 
forever.  We cannot begin to describe our emotions.  Thank you all for the gift of your friendship, caring 
and sharing.   
 
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer  

 
Congratulations to Dick Seitz on receiving the Legion of Honor!  

Airborne all the way! 
 

Patricia and Roland Orengo 
Sospel, France 

 

 
RE:  Information on Lt. Aaron Shore 

Thanks Ben, I ran into those posts too; did you by any chance get any replies?  I think in one of 
the messages you mention you kind of remember him, anything in particular?  
All the best and thank you for your help,  

Daniel  

Daniel, 
 
Sorry, but I did not get any replies to the MailCall.  Both and El Harger and Ben Barrett, my 
father, who were part of that conversation many years ago both passed away. But I got the 
impression that neither knew Lt. Shore.   
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The only clue is have is what was reported back in MailCall 443, by Eddy Monfort of Belgium, 
who noted that “I found the testimony of Lt Shore in a book: "Stand in the door !" from Charles H. 
Doyle and Terrell Stewart. A book on the history of the 509th Para Inf. Bn.”   
 
So my best guess would be that Lt. Shore was part of the 509th, not the 517.  But it’s hard to tell. 
 
I’ll send another reminder in the next MailCall. 
 
Bob Barrett 

 
 
Last week I responded to a request from Paul Hoylan whose uncle died on our ship on the way 
over to Italy during May 1944.  Following is a letter I received from him.  Sent separately is a 
copy of an email attached to his letter containing the news article reporting his death in the 
Bogota, Colombia newspaper.   
 
Merle McMorrow  
 
  

    Dear Merle 
  
Many thanks for sending a list of attendees at the 517th Regimental Command 
Reunion.  Also thanks for the copy of the history of the 460th Field Artillery.  Yes, I saw the 
part where my uncle Francisco Soto died. 
  
I am enclosing a copy from a newspaper in Bogota, Colombia.  In my limited Spanish, I 
understood that he died on the front lines of the Anzio Campaign.  The only thing the 
article got right was the day of his death, May 29, 1944.  I really don't think his parents or 
the newspaper really knew what happened. Colombia is far from Washington, DC.  My 
Mom (his sister) told me Francisco died from "friendly fire", which in a way is true. 
  
In the picture he's wearing a Colombian uniform at about age 17 or 18.  Four years later 
he was studying Electrical Engineering when he decided to sign up.  His dad was 
Colombian but mom was Irish-American (Murphy) from New York. 
  
Anyway the article makes him out to be a hero being the only Colombian to serve in the 
war. 
  
Thanks again for all your help.  Look forward to the next reunion. 
 
Paul Hoylan 
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Note from the Editor:  Well, my 6-year-old laptop is dying quickly.  I ran out today and bought a 
new PC – It is tax-free weekend in Massachusetts! – and that will hopefully get me through the 
next 5-6 years.  But it will take me a long time to load all my old photo and newsletter editing 
programs, as well as transfer all the old files.  So, my apologies in advance that I will probably 
take a while to catch up with some items that people have given or sent to me for the web site.  I 
will try to keep up with basic email traffic at least.   Thanks for your patience.  -- Bob Barrett 
 

 Administrivia 
 

 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 
 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know. 
 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 
 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. 

If I miss something, please just send it again. 
 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association 

Treasurer:  Please make all checks payable to the  
 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Joanne Barrett 
70 Pleasant Street 
Cohasset, MA  02025 

 

Tomorrow is August 15, the 67th anniversary of Operation Dragoon.  It is a good time 
of year to remember to pay your annual membership dues.  Suggested donation: $30                 
                

 
Enclosed is my annual dues contribution towards the 517 PRCT Association. 
 
Name: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: 517 PRCT Association, Inc. 

c/o Joanne Barrett 
70 Pleasant Street 
Cohasset, MA  02025 

http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/
mailto:MailCall@517prct.org

