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MailCall News

Greetings from Provence! We are trying to recover from jet lag while planning our time here.

We enjoyed a visit from Eric Renoux and Jean Michel Soldi just last night. We are happy to
report that they did have some relative success with cleaning the surviving artifacts in the
Association's museum, though they are seeking a new home for the museum. Evidently there is a
history of floods in that area dating back to the past few decades...they say that older people in
town remember those floods and told them about this after last year's devastating flood that had
nine feet of mud and brown water in the museum. They are hoping to secure a new place but it is
hard.

Today we visited the Rhone Cemetary in Draguinan and were happy to meet the new
administrative there, Allison Libers, an English national married to a French gentleman, she works
for the American Battle Monuments Commission. She is making it her mission to get as many
photos as possible of those buried there, using them to teach visitors to the site. | am happy to
report that she is familiar with the 517 website and has consulted it. She welcomes emails to her
at libersaa@abmc.gov or rhone@ambc.gov

More later
Claire Giblin

Bob, | just received these photos of WWII and would like to share them with the 517th family.
See: http://bigpicture.posterous.com/some-very-rare-unusual-wwii-photographs

Myrle had the surgery behind his ear and it is now cancer free. We have so much to be thankful
for and especially our freedom, may it reign forever in this great country of ours.

Betty Travers
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Just wanted to pass along a few pics from DC. As usual, the event was first class. | finally got to meet
Allan Johnson and his daughter Claire, as well as Gen. Seitz. | also got to hang with my buddy Gene
Frice, and met Jeanne Davis. What a fun, classy lady! My friend Craig Singhaus and | provided some
gear and uniforms for display. Doing these events reminds us of why we do what we do. Sometimes we
feel guilty putting on the uniforms that these heroes wore and trying to portray them to the public. Some of
us were in the military but never saw any combat, others were never in the military at all. I've never had a
vet tell me that they were unhappy with us, but | always kind of wonder.

Being at this event reaffirmed to me that what we do, telling the troopers' story and educating the public
as to their deeds is a worthwhile endeavor. | also want to thank a fellow living historian and friend, Joe
Conway from Frostburg, MD. He attended the event and wore a uniform of the 45th Division. His son,
Kellen, is stationed at Ft. Meyer with the 3rd Inf. Regt. "Old Guard". He and a fellow soldier helped with
ceremonies and looking after some of the more frail vets in attendance. God bless the United states and
God bless our Veterans and the "Greatest Generation".

Johw Coffee
WW2 Airborne Historical Compary
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Dear Bob: would you please let Claire know the Seitz "kids" and grandkid's whole hearted thank you’s for
her superb recount and photos of the wonderful mini-mini reunion yesterday (8/6) at the award of the
French Legion of Honor to Dad and the three members of the 3rd Inf.Div. as part of the Operation
Dragoon Remembrance that Captain (ret.) Monika Stoy and her husband Tim organized. (Monika is
amazing.) To share the event with President Allan, Claire, Gene and Mrs. Davis plus the surprise
attendance of General Petreaus to be there for Dad made this an occasion that our family will savor
forever. We cannot begin to describe our emotions. Thank you all for the gift of your friendship, caring
and sharing.

Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

Congratulations to Dick Seitz on receiving the Legion of Honor!
Airborne all the way!

Patricia and Roland Orengo
Sospel, France

RE: Information on Lt. Aaron Shore

Thanks Ben, | ran into those posts too; did you by any chance get any replies? 1 think in one of
the messages you mention you kind of remember him, anything in particular?

All the best and thank you for your help,

Daniel

Daniel,

Sorry, but | did not get any replies to the MailCall. Both and EI Harger and Ben Barrett, my

father, who were part of that conversation many years ago both passed away. But | got the
impression that neither knew Lt. Shore.
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The only clue is have is what was reported back in MailCall 443, by Eddy Monfort of Belgium,
who noted that “I found the testimony of Lt Shore in a book: "Stand in the door !" from Charles H.
Doyle and Terrell Stewart. A book on the history of the 509th Para Inf. Bn.”

So my best guess would be that Lt. Shore was part of the 509", not the 517. But it’s hard to tell.
I'll send another reminder in the next MailCall.

Bob Barrett

Last week | responded to a request from Paul Hoylan whose uncle died on our ship on the way
over to Italy during May 1944. Following is a letter | received from him. Sent separately is a
copy of an email attached to his letter containing the news article reporting his death in the
Bogota, Colombia newspaper.

Merle McMorrow

Dear Merle

Many thanks for sending a list of attendees at the 517th Regimental Command
Reunion. Also thanks for the copy of the history of the 460th Field Artillery. Yes, | saw the
part where my uncle Francisco Soto died.

| am enclosing a copy from a newspaper in Bogota, Colombia. In my limited Spanish, |
understood that he died on the front lines of the Anzio Campaign. The only thing the
article got right was the day of his death, May 29, 1944. | really don't think his parents or
the newspaper really knew what happened. Colombia is far from Washington, DC. My
Mom (his sister) told me Francisco died from "friendly fire", which in a way is true.

In the picture he's wearing a Colombian uniform at about age 17 or 18. Four years later
he was studying Electrical Engineering when he decided to sign up. His dad was
Colombian but mom was Irish-American (Murphy) from New York.

Anyway the article makes him out to be a hero being the only Colombian to serve in the
war.

Thanks again for all your help. Look forward to the next reunion.

Paul Hoylan
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El 29 de Mayo Murié en Accién. Ha-
cia un Afio que se Habia Gradua-
los Estados

do en Radiotécnica en

Unidos. Se Adiestré_con las Fuer-

zus de lnvasién.é%
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Su Carrera Militar Comenzé en el Ba-
tallén Guardia de Honor. Tenia
22 Afos. Su Familia Reside en
Bogotd. Cudndo Viajé a los Esta-

to Murphy cuando prestaba sus ser-
vicios en el batallén guardia de ho-
nor.

citcs de las naciones unidas se a-
,brian campo hacia Roma. en una
“de las mas fulminantes ofensivas
do esta guerrn, rindio la vida com-
batiendo por la libertad un gallar-
do militar colombiano incerporzade

dos.

Soto Murphy,
quien apenas
edad, llegd a
| de un regimiento de la
sién Camp Mac Mackall
rolina, Fort §ill Oklahcma”, en ia
que prestaba sus servicios tlesde
mediados de 1943, cuando, encon-
trandose en los Estados Unidos y
después de haber recibido su grado
de ingeniero radiotéenico telegra-
! fista, ingresé en uno de los campos
de adiestramiento de paracaidismo,
en Norteamérica.

El militar colombiano formé en
el cuerpo de paracaidistas que ac-
tué en la batalla de Roma.

LA CARRERA MILITAR DE SOTO

Francisco de Paula Soto Murphy,
¢1 hérce colombiano mnuerto en I-
talia, nacié cn Bogeid el ano de
1 1922. Cursé sus primeros estudios
en el Coregl> Americano, donde
desde el primer momento se desta-
cb por su_notable inteligencia y su
consagracion. Mas tarde, a los 15
afios, ingresd en el batallon Guar-
dia de Honor, y obtuvo cl grado de
subteniente en el aiio de 1936. Pres-
té servicio en la guardia del pala-

i cio presidencial por algin tiempo,

“17 Divi-

|

El sargento Francisco te Paula So- i

]

El 29 de mayo, cuando los ejér- i

|

a las fuerzas de los Estados Uni-  prendid viaje

El sargento Francisco de Paula dofia Maria de Soto,
nacido en_Eogotd ¥ |manas,
contava %2 afos de | licia. E1 propésito de la familia So-

Italia formando parte!to era el de gue el subteniente se

North Ca-|

Vit % WY

La embajada de los Estados Uni-
Acs en Colombia recibié ayer el si-
~uiente cablegrama:

«Washington, D. C., 1214487, ju-
nio,. 44. CPM.

_ Kindly trasmitd following mes- :

Sage to Mrs. Margareé Soto Royal
Bank Canada Bogota Colombia
Southamreica quote tre secreta-
ry of war asks that I assure you of
his deep sympainy in the loss of
your son technician fourth grade
Francisco Soto report _received
States he died twenty mnine may
in Nerth African area letter fo-
Nows unquete.n

T traduccion del anterior men- | i

saje es la siguiente:

“Washingtion, D. C, 1214487, Ju-
nin, 44. CPM.

Ruégole trasmitir el siguiente
wensaje a la sefiora Margaret, So-
¢ ‘al Royal Bank of Canada de
Rcgota, Colombia, ‘Suramérica; «El

speretario e guerra Nnos pide que
te hagamos llegar st sincera con-
dolencia por 1a muerte de su hijo,
técnico de cuarto grado, Francis-
co Soto, quien fallecid el 29 de ma-

yo en el Africa del Norte» .
Posteriormente se ha informado
a la familia Sofo que las fuerzas
de las que formaba parte el mili-
jane fueron las que in-

tar colombi
tervinieren en la batella de Roma.

N S8 8.0.2.0. 8¢

a los Estados Unides,
de su seiiora madre,
v de sus her-
dofia Margarita y doita A-

en compafiia

entregara a estudiar en Norteameé-
rica, especializindose como ingenie-
vo electricista. Entre tanto, don Al
berto Soto, quien anteriormente ha-

bia sido cénsul e Colombia en

MNueva York, permanecié en Bogo-
ta

En Nueva York residen algunos
parientes de la sefiora Murphy de
Scto, v cn esa ciudad quedé el sub-
teniente, mientras su sefiora madre
y sus hermanas regresaban a Co-
lombia.

OETIENE SU GRADO

Desde ese entonces el seflor So-
to Murphy comenzé a especializarse
en Nueva York, en una de las prin
cipales universidades, y hace exac-
tamenie un afio recibié su grado
de ingeniero radiotécnico ¥ electri-
cista, en la Universidad RCA. Poco
tiemno después, sus padres recibie~
ron. Ia noticia de nue habia decidide
ingresar en el ejército de los Esta-
des Unidos, en calidad de volunta-

rio. .
IMASTA MAYO EN LOS EE. UU.
Hasta el mes de mayo pasado

v en el afio de 1938 se retiré v em- | le n
7 ‘ que esta listo para trasladarse a

Foid it gw/%ddos Unidos.
4
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Alperto Soto y dofia’ Margari-
ta Murphy de Soto, padres del pas
racaidista  colombiane, en compania)
- de una de sus hijas.

Don

Soto Murphy permanecié_en los Es-
tades Unidos, en un campo de a~
diestramiento de los ejércitos de in-
vasién. La ultima carta que la fa-
milia - Soto recibié en Bogotd esta
fechada en los Estados Unidos - e}
dia 12 de mavo, ¥ en ella anuncia|

uno de los frentes de guerra, . foE~
mando parte de uno de los regi=

mientos enviados por los Estados|
Unidos a batir per la d a
cia~

“‘Desde entoncas nada se habi

vuelto a saber de él, hasta ayer, po
co después del medio dia, cuando €

recibi6 en Bogotd el cable del de-
partamento de Estado anunciando!
la desaparicion.

LA FAMILIA SOTO

La familia Soto Murphy reside en
la calle 34, namero 1455. La for-~
man don Alberto Soto, su sefiora,
dofia Margarita ! Murphy de Seto,
de nacionalidad norteamericana, y
sus hijas, dofia Margarita ¥ dona
‘Alicia. Don Francisco de Paulx So-
to Murphy era hijo unico varém ¥
el menor de los tres. La noticia ha
causado la més honda impresion,
no sélo entre la familia del extinto
sino entre la sociedad bogotana.

La familia Soto ha recibide hoy
1a visita de mnumerosisimas perso-|

nas que han acudido a presentarle
su ‘comlolencia- > 4
Se idera muy ible que el

- . TPy
gobierno nacional dicte un decreio
otorgando la condecoracion postuma |

a_este militar colombiano que rin=
di6 su vida en el frente de batalla,]
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(Continuacién de la pagina 1a.)

| 13, /7Y,
En el frehte de Europa. Erq |
sargento técnico de las
fuerzas norteamericanas.

AR

en accién como paracaidista de lay
fuerzas democraticas, 22 afios de
edad. Era hijo de don Alberto
Soto, distinguido caballero bogo-~
tano, ex-cénsul de Colombia en
Nueva York, y de doia Marga-
rita Murphy de Soto, dama ame-
ricana, y eran sus hermanas do
fia Margarita y dofia Alicia.
Don Francisco nacié en Bo-
gotd, y hace unos ocho o diez
afios viajé a los Estados .Unidos;
estudi6 ingenieria y consiguia
el titulo de doctor ~en ‘aquella
profesion. Luégo se dedicé a la
aviacién y cuando estalls el con
flicto universal ingresé a las
fuerzas aéreas de Norteaméri-
ca. Allf alcanzé el grado de sar
gento técnico, el cual llevaha
cuando murié,
La muerte
Sobre la muerte del valeroso
paracaidista . no se tienen noti-
cias exactas. Se ha creido que
don Francisco Soto Murphy mu
rié6 en la invasién al continen-
te ,aunque es también probable
que hubiere caido en el frente ita
liano o en las acciones de para-
caidistas que precedieron a la in
nasién de la fontalece de Ridlesm

DON ALBERTO SOTO

En uno de los frentes de Eu-
ropa acaba de morir, en accién,
un distinguido joven colombia~-
no, de 22 afios de edad, tinico hi-
Jjo varén de distinguidisimo ho-
gar bogotano y paracaidista ‘de
las fuerzas- que luchan por la
Democracta. La dolorosa noti-
cia sobre esta ofrenda de nues-
tra patria en la guerra por la
Jjusticia y la honestidad, fue a-
nunciada por el departamento
de guerra de los Estados Uni-
dos a don Alberto Soto, padre
del glorioso soldado caido en ac
ciéh. Este apreciable caballero,
ex-céonsul nuéstro en Nueva
York, nos comunicé la infausta
nueva en una sencilla nota a
través de la cual palpita el inten
so dolor y el orgullo del sacrifi
cio: «Mi hija, nos dice, les lleva
la noticia que enluta hoy mi ca-
sa: el tnico varén que tenfamos
se lo entregamos a la Democra-
cia.» ;
Datos personales

Don Francisco Soto- Murphy
tenia en el momento de morir

" MISH SOLEMNE

i se celebrard manana 15 de ju-

§l mio.a las 10 % a. m. en La.

¥l Veracruz por el eterno desean-
so del alma del seior

i Francisco Soto Murphy

Sus padres y hermanas agra-
. -deceran la asistencia'a ella,

Casa: Calle 34 No. 14-55.
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Note from the Editor: Well, my 6-year-old laptop is dying quickly. | ran out today and bought a
new PC — It is tax-free weekend in Massachusetts! — and that will hopefully get me through the
next 5-6 years. But it will take me a long time to load all my old photo and newsletter editing
programs, as well as transfer all the old files. So, my apologies in advance that | will probably
take a while to catch up with some items that people have given or sent to me for the web site. |
will try to keep up with basic email traffic at least. Thanks for your patience. -- Bob Barrett

Administrivia

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/

At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know.

Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org

If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO.

| now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.
If I miss something, please just send it again.

= Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association
Treasurer: Please make all checks payable to the

517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Joanne Barrett

70 Pleasant Street
Cohasset, MA 02025

Tomorrow is August 15, the 67" anniversary of Operation Dragoon. It is a good time
of year to remember to pay your annual membership dues. Suggested donation: $30

Enclosed is my annual dues contribution towards the 517 PRCT Association.

Name:

Email:

Address:

Make checks payable to: 517 PRCT Association, Inc.
c/o Joanne Barrett
70 Pleasant Street
Cohasset, MA 02025
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