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More Palm Springs Reunion Photos  

 

Photos from Karen Frice Wallace: 
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MailCall News  

 
RE:  Howard H. Epley, 460-B 
 
Sam,   PS:  There was a Private James Epley also with B Battery.  Is that a coincidence or are they 
related? 
 
Bob B. 

 

Harvey Epley was one of 18, yes 18.  I will find out if they are related. 
Harvey was killed in a construction accident in 1960. 
I believe he was awarded the Bronze Star, Silver Star, and the Purple Heart. 
Thank you for your helpful information, 

Sam Pedicone

 

Round Canopy Parachuting Team 
Presents, 70th D-Day Anniversary  
from June 3 to June 8, 2014.  
Dakotas Over Normandy  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=Pqc2

GunVPIs&app=desktop 
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Bob:  another stellar Mail Call.  So enjoyed the Palm Springs reunion pictures (congrats to Leo as it 
looks like he did another jump); Lory Curtis' notes about his Arizona visits and pictures, and Juliana 
Stonis' pictures of her Dad -- a most handsome young man, then and now.  How blessed she is to 
come from such gene pool!   
 
Am glad the electronic vote has put President Johnson's mind at ease and thanks to Howard and 
Joanne for all they do (as well as you.)  Having said that, re the comment about the "Void's" defects -- 
agree that the too clean tanks is right on the money, but take extreme exception to the "the actors are 
too handsome!"  From my humble, unbiased but well informed perspective, nobody could be as 
handsome as the men of the 517th!  
 
Thanks for the first 5 pages of Bill Houston's "Army Life."  He writes rather well, or it may be that I'm 
just interested in what he is writing!    
 
A blessed Passover and Happy Easter to all.   
 
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

 
 
From Phil McSpadden: 
 
A Speech Every American High School Principal Should Give, By Dennis Prager 
 

  
To the students and faculty of our high school:  
  
I am your new principal, and honored to be so.  
There is no greater calling than to teach young people.  
  
I would like to apprise you of some important changes coming to our school. I am making these 
changes because I am convinced that most of the ideas that have dominated public education 
in America have worked against you, against your teachers and against our country.  
  
First, this school will no longer honor race or ethnicity.  I could not care less if your racial 
makeup is black, brown, red, yellow or white. I could not care less if your origins are African, 
Latin American, Asian or European, or if your ancestors arrived here on the Mayflower or on 
slave ships. The only identity I care about, the only one this school will recognize, is your 
individual identity -- your character, your scholarship, your humanity. And the only national 
identity this school will care about is American.  
  
This is an American public school, and American public schools were created to make better 
Americans. If you wish to affirm an ethnic, racial or religious identity through school, you will 
have to go elsewhere. We will end all ethnicity, race and non-American nationality-based 
celebrations. They undermine the motto of America, one of its three central values -- E pluribus 
unum, "from many, one." And this school will be guided by America’s values. This includes all 
after-school clubs. I will not authorize clubs that divide students based on any identities. This 
includes race, language, religion, sexual orientation or whatever else may become in vogue in a 
society divided by political correctness.  
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Your clubs will be based on interests and passions, not blood, ethnic, racial or other physically 
defined ties. Those clubs just cultivate narcissism -- an unhealthy preoccupation with the self -- 
while the purpose of education is to get you to think beyond yourself. So we will have clubs that 
transport you to the wonders and glories of art, music, astronomy, languages you do not 
already speak, carpentry and more. If the only extracurricular activities you can imagine being 
interested in are those based on ethnic, racial or sexual identity, that means that little outside of 
yourself really interests you.  
  
Second, I am uninterested in whether English is your native language. My only interest in terms 
of language is that you leave this school speaking and writing English as fluently as possible. 
The English language has united America’s citizens for over 200 years, and it will unite us at 
this school. It is one of the indispensable reasons this country of immigrants has always come 
to be one country. And if you leave this school without excellent English language skills, I would 
be remiss in my duty to ensure that you will be prepared to successfully compete in the 
American job market. We will learn other languages here -- it is deplorable that most Americans 
only speak English -- but if you want classes taught in your native language rather than in 
English, this is not your school.  
  
Third, because I regard learning as a sacred endeavor , everything in this school will reflect 
learning's elevated status. This means, among other things, that you and your teachers will 
dress accordingly. Many people in our society dress more formally for Hollywood events than 
for church or school. These people have their priorities backward. Therefore, there will be a 
formal dress code at this school.  
  
Fourth, no obscene language will be tolerated anywhere on this school's property -- whether in 
class, in the hallways or at athletic events. If you can't speak without using the f -word, you can't 
speak. By obscene language I mean the words banned by the Federal Communications 
Commission, plus epithets such as "Nigger," even when used by one black student to address 
another black, or "bitch," even when addressed by a girl to a girlfriend. It is my intent that by the 
time you leave this school, you will be among the few your age to instinctively distinguish 
between the elevated and the degraded, the holy and the obscene.  
  
Fifth, we will end all self-esteem programs. In this school, self-esteem will be attained in only 
one way -- the way people attained it until decided otherwise a generation ago -- by earning it. 
One immediate consequence is that there will be one valedictorian, not eight.  
  
Sixth, and last, I am reorienting the school toward academics and away from politics and 
propaganda. No more time will be devoted to scaring you about smoking and caffeine, or 
terrifying you about sexual harassment or global warming. No more semesters will be devoted 
to condom wearing and teaching you to regard sexual relations as only or primarily a health 
issue... There will be no more attempts to convince you that you are a victim because you are 
not white, or not male, or not heterosexual or not Christian. We will have failed if any one of you 
graduates this school and does not consider him or herself inordinately fortunate -- to be alive 
and to be an American.  
  
Now, please stand and join me in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of our country. As many of 
you do not know the words, your teachers will hand them out to you.   
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Some photos from Giles G, in Normandy 2010: 

 

 
 

 
 

Please continue me on the Mail Call list.   I really enjoy them and I thank you for all the work of being 
our web master.   I read my last mail call on an android program by Google and it also Deleted it from 
my AOL file when I closed it. 
 
Thanks again,   Gene "Zoot" Snyder    CO.  
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Operation Dragoon Intelligence Reports  

 
A while back, I visited the AHEC in Carlisle, PA and found a box of documents that Col. Graves had 
donated to the center at some point.  They included a 20+ page Intelligence report prepared by the 
517th (Capt. Albin P. Dearing, S-2) for Anvil, describing the LZ and surrounding area in So. France, as 
well as intelligence on tactics, weapons, units and key commanders.  The documents also included a 
detailed "lessons learned" for the period from 15 Aug to 2 Nov '44 written by Col. Graves, along with 
some personal papers.  All told, there's about 60 pages that I photographed. 
 
I can't recall if maybe I'd sent these to you before.  If these are already on the website, I must have just 
missed them when I was browsing.   
 
If these don't ring a bell, I'd be happy to send them to you by email or if the files are too big for that 
(each is about 2 megs in a jpeg format), I can send them to you on a flash drive. I'm attaching the first 
page of the Intelligence report and the first of the "lessons learned" so you can see what I'm talking 
about and whether I'd sent them before. 
 
Take care, 
 
Mike Kane

 
Hi Mike, 
 
I don't remember seeing these before. But it's always possible that I got them and misplaced them.  I 
would think that I would remember these.  I can take them via email.   
 
Thanks! 
 
Bob Barrett

 
 
The files go to 0853 Bob.  Looks like you may be missing the last 5.  I'll resend them tomorrow.  They 
really are fascinating.  I'm sure Howard H will enjoy reading them. Wish I'd come across them years 
back. The AHEC is only 15 miles from where I live.  I took Frederic Brega and his wife there a couple of 
years ago and they had Dick Spencer's uniform on display. Fred recognized the 517 blue patch behind 
the jump wings right away before we'd even read the description on the display! 
 
Mike Kane

 
 
 

Sample pages of the “Intelligence Report” are on the following pages. 
 

More in future MailCAlls 
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For more pages of this Intelligence Summary, visit: Operation Anvil Intelligence Summary 
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And another sample from Mike Kane’s findings at Carlisle: 

 

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 2) 

 
Just wanted to give credit where credit is due:  My son's father-in-law who recently purchased the 
William Houston journal (that's appearing now in MailCall) is Paul Trencan.  He has quite a bit of 
interesting World War II memorabilia that he's acquired over the years from the medal shows he 
frequently attends.  Since hearing some of the stories I've shared about my Dad, Paul has especially 
been on the look-out for items related to the 517th, and that's how he came upon the journal.   
 
Thanks so much! 
Shirley Catterson (daughter of Ed Smith, D CO.) 

Hi, 

  It is good to see Bill's letters in print again.  He wrote this in the late 1990's and Merle McMorrow had 
these published in the Thunderbolt when he was president of the 517.  Bill was a member of the 460-C.   

   Pat Houston (Bill's widow)

 

On the following pages is installment #2 of William Houston’s wartime journal.  This is the first half of his 
chapter is about Camp MacKall, including a detailed description and diagrams of the Mess Hall.   
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Military History  

 
April 9, 1865:  The most deadly war in American history came to an end at Appomattox, Virginia.  One in 
four soldiers never returned home and 2% of the population died.  To put that in perspective, it is the 
equivalent of 6 million people today.  149 years ago today.   
 

 
   
 

 

Administrivia 
 

 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Joanne Barrett 
70 Pleasant Street 
Cohasset, MA  02025 
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