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Thunderbolt (Winter 2014) www.517prct.org/archives 

 

Looking  for 1
st
 lT. Charles Casey, I Company 

 
When visiting your website during some research of mine I came across an inquiry from Ron Hagen of 
the Netherlands (Mail Call #2192).  I do not know how old this inquiry was, but it was regarding 1st Lt. 
Charles D. Casey from 100 Prospect St. Providence.  I knew Charlie and have a lot of history on him 
and the 517th I would like to share with anyone that is interested in this American Hero.  Small man - 
below average height and weight by any standard.  Two things above average -his heart and a large set 
of things I cannot mention.  Parachutes into France at age of 17 (I understand this was a permissible 
enlistment age if one went to a military academy)  My recollection was he attended a military academy 
in New York State during his high school years and enlisted when he was 17.   
 
He was a childhood chum (dear friend) and neighbor of my Dad's.  I knew him since I was a child until 
his death in 1998 (my recollection of the date).  There is an exhibit at the Fall River Maritime 
Museum with some of his artifacts from an American POW Camp for German's where he was the man 
in charge of recreational activities.  That Museum has a full biography of Charlie.  I have some of those 
artifacts made by German POW's that his sister gave me after his death.  One is a haunting pencil 
drawing.  This man's life is quite a story.  Best wishes, Brian 
 
Brian Monamee 
--  
http://brianmcnamee.com 

 
Brian, 
 
That is wonderful news.  I think I might still have Ron Hagen’s email and will forward that to you with his 
email address.  Ron Hagen was mostly looking for a photo of Charlie.  Is there one available?   Of 
course, we would also love to have any photos or info about Charlie for the website.   
Thanks for reaching out. 
Bob Barrett 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/
mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/archives
http://www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
http://www.517prct.org/archives
http://517prct.org/mailcall/2192.pdf
http://brianmcnamee.com/
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Ronald Hagen’s inquiry was in Mail Call #2192, from December 22, 2013, and is included in the 
following conversations.    

 
 

Dear sir / miss, 

I'am Ron Hagen living in the Netherlands my passion is to collect 51th airborne related items. i  
ave a intresting collection about the rare unit. 

my question is and i hope you are can help ore also the 517th chapter friends can help me with  
he following thing. 

I HAVE IN MY COLLECTION A RARE AND AWESOME 517TH 509TH NAMED GROUPING. 

1ST LT CHARLES D CASEY. 
0-503800. 
100 PROSPECT ST PROVIDENCE. 
PROVIDENCE COUNTY, RHODE ISLAND. 

I LOOKING FOR A PHOTO FROM THIS 517TH MEMBER IS THEIRE A WAY PLEASE TO 
HELP ME MY QUESTION. 

THANKS IN ADVANCE, 

RON HAGEN THE NETHERLANDS. 

 

YES I TRY TO LOCATE A PHOTO FROM HIM AND ALSO FROM HIS FELLOW 517TH TEAM 
MEMBERS.  HE IS WOUNDED IN ACTION IN A PLACE CALLED ( SMITH ) A SMALL PLEASE 
NEAR HURTGENWALD. 

KIND REGARDS, 

RON HAGEN 

Claire and Ron, 

Yes, we know there was a Lt. Charles D. Casey with I Company listed on the Christmas 1944 
roster. Unfortunately, I have not found any photos or casualty reports listed for Lt. Casey on the 
website. We do know that I Company was in the area of Schmidt (Smith?) in February 1945. I will 
post Ron’s note in the next MailCall and see who remembers him. 

Bob Barrett

 

I HAVE A HIS COMPLETE GROUPING PATCHES / DOGTAGS / FULL 509TH ALFABETIC 
ROSTER AND ALSO HIS SEPERATION QUALIFICATION RECORD. 

HE IS ALSO NAMED IN THIS BOOK SEE THE PICTURE AND BOOK-PAGE ( 361 DOWN THE 
PAGE ) YOU SEE HIS NAME. 

THANKS IN ADVANCE AND THANKS FOR THE HELP I HOPE YOU COULD FIND OUT A 
PICTURE FROM HIM AND HIS TEAM MEMBERS. 

RON

 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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Here is a short excerpt from Battling Buzzards by Gerald Astor, describing some battles in the 
Huertgen Forest. 

This is the only small reference that I can find about Lt. Casey. Does anyone remember him or 
have any info? 

Battling Buzzards, FINAL BATTLES, Pages 361 

Saxion watched what he describes as an endless stream of men carried back on itters. “When mortars 

started to pound us our position became exposed so we withdrew to our starting point. On the way 

back we passed the bodies of Captain Woodhull and his observers, killed by the mortars that we 

observed being set up that morning.” 

One of the wounded from I Company was Lt. Charles Casey who had been a friend of Saxion since 

Sicily, and through Saxion’s difficult days in Rome, then the invasion of Southern France, the Bulge 

and now the bloody encounter between Bergstein and Schmidt. 

“Casey came up from the Kall ravine,” says Saxion. “blood pouring from an ear and he had another 

wound in his hip. He asked me for a cigarette but did not ever recognize me.”  

 

MailCall News 

 
 

 
 

For more information: http://www.floridaveteransreunion.com/ 
  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.floridaveteransreunion.com/
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I'm wondering if you recognize the name R.H. Bob Lewis.  (RH stands for Robert Howard) 
He was in the 517th Parachute Infantry Combat Team; 17th Airborne Division. 
I'm not sure I have the correct website that honor his team (and others).  
 
I'm his daughter and I would like to know if this IS his "team" and would like to find out if any of his 
buddies in that group are still around as well as enjoy the pictures knowing it is his team/group. 
 
If this isn't the right "team" ... would you be able to direct me TO the correct place to find out more 
information about the 517th? 
Respectfully,  
 
Cheri (Lewis) Folk,  
Portland, OR 

 
 
Hi Cheri, 
 
You have the right team.  We do know that Bob Lewis served with the 517th.  He is listed on the unit's 
Christmas 1944 roster as a Private in the Headquarters Company. 
See:  http://517prct.org/documents/xmas1944/xmas1944.htm 
 
I also have some info from the Morning Reports (not all of them), and I can see that he was wounded on 
January 4th, 1945.  (LWA = lightly wounded in action, BC = battle casualty) 
A copy of that morning report is attached. 
 
In addition to the website, there are a few books about the 517th.  The official history is on the website at:  
http://517prct.org/documents/odyssey/odyssey_history.htm 
 
There is also a paperback book “Battling Buzzards” by Gerald Astor that is available at bookstores and 
Amazon. 
 
Bob Barrett 

 
 
THANK YOU SO MUCH.  This is the most information I've received!! 
I'm not even sure dad knows the date he was wounded and I know he doesn't know about a website or 
book!  I will share this with him on the letter I submit for his mail-call on the Hero Flight. 
THANK YOU AGAIN!! 
 
Cheri Folk 

 
I have a couple of photos of dad and a few of his buddies in one of numerous scrapbooks my mom kept! 
Might even have some newspaper clippings; I can send those too, if I can locate them.  I will try to do this 
this weekend (I work 5-6 days a week) Would love to share some of his war stories.  He started writing a 
book called: "My Funny War Stories," so I have some directly "spoken" by him. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cheri Folk 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://517prct.org/documents/xmas1944/xmas1944.htm
http://517prct.org/documents/odyssey/odyssey_history.htm
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Great Mailcall this week (as usual).  Happy Easter to you & your family.  I was proud to see Dad listed in 
as a Bronze Star recipient.  The recommendation summary of how he earned it (by capturing a German 
patrol) case is the only recounting of any of Dad’s activities in Europe. 
 
There’s a ‘chance’ that my wife & I will travel to Europe in October.  If it’s possible to coordinate the trip, 
I’d like to know when the Sospel activities are taking place.  Would you please forward me contact 
information for the folks (Patou & Roland) who are organizing it? 
 
Anything I learn I’ll forward to you for inclusion in Mailcall. 
Thanks very much, 
 
Roger Sullivan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PFC/Corporal George Sullivan of A Company, continued his army career, 
and retired as a LTC. 
 
See his 517th photos at 
http://517prct.org/photos/george_sullivan/george_sullivan.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Email warning:  I don’t know about you, but I have been getting lots of spam mail lately, especially from 
people that I know who have an AOL email account.  The emails are simple but include a link or 
attachment to a file that ends in “.php”   FYI, anything that ends in php is a program that could install 
software or a virus on your PC.  You should be aware that a php program sent to you, even from 
someone that you know, is probably a virus.  Do not click on that link or open the file. – BB

 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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Note:  In addition to the April 1945 Silver and Bronze Stars awarded in the April 1945 General Orders, 
we have some other General Orders on the web site at: http://517prct.org/documents.htm 
 
Here is  a Bronze Star description for Lt. Howard Hensleigh issued on July 27, 1945: 
 

 

 
 
Meeting up with General Patton in Tunisia 

   
 
     Left: General Patton (1942-3) Right:  Gilles G.  (last week) 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://517prct.org/documents.htm
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Hello, 

I have recently begun searching for information on my grandfather's military service in WW2 and I found 
that he was part of 517 3Bn I Co.  

His name was Horace "Sonny" Edell Melton.  

There are some interesting things about him that I was trying to authenticate. He has his rank in his 
discharge papers as "Corporal" but I have his insignia and I believe it to be Sgt. Also, I have a few 
stories about him being a Sgt. and a newspaper clipping that his mother clipped about his regiment 
asking him if the story about a Sgt. was him.  

I also have his medals, and ribbons. He has the Purple Heart medal and ribbon, Italian, East-European, 
East African Theater ribbon with four bronze campaign stars, and the Good Conduct medal. But what's 
weird is that he also has a Silver Star and Bronze Star ribbon, but I have no record of him receiving it. I 
also have all of his marksman awards, regiment badges, infantry badge, paratrooper badge, and rank 
insignia. 

I would also like to find out his platoon and where all they served. 

If you have any information on him, please help me figure this out! 

Every Kid,  

Chris Herrin

 

Hello Chris, 

Yes, I can confirm that Horace Melton was with the 517th, I Company.  He is listed on the Christmas 
1944 roster:  http://517prct.org/documents/xmas1944/xmas1944.htm 

He is mentioned  in an account of the battle of 
Manhay:  http://www.517prct.org/documents/The%20battle%20of%20the%20crossroads%20--
%20Dieter%20Laes.pdf  (My Dad, Ben Barrett was with H Company in that same battle.)   

I have a copy of the Morning Report from July 20 1944 where he was promoted to Corporal near Rome, 
and some others when he was MIA/wounded at Manhay.  I can send you those this weekend. 

I cannot explain the Sergeant vs. Corporal question.  That could have happened later in 1945. but my 
records are very incomplete.  

There are a couple of books about the 517th, plus a great video of their history 
at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guJE71blP10  The battle of Manhay is at about 45 minutes into 
the video. 

I would love to have any wartime pictures, stories, or newspaper clippings for the website. 

Bob Barrett 

 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://517prct.org/documents/xmas1944/xmas1944.htm
http://www.517prct.org/documents/The%20battle%20of%20the%20crossroads%20--%20Dieter%20Laes.pdf
http://www.517prct.org/documents/The%20battle%20of%20the%20crossroads%20--%20Dieter%20Laes.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=guJE71blP10
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And here is the Manhay morning report for I Company, December 27, 1944: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
L'Offensive Des Ardennes -- Eddy Monfort, 1994, Softcover (From Belgium, in French)  

Chapter about the 517th and the battle at Manhay, translated by Dieter Laes 

 

Hi Bob 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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Bob:  enjoyed the last two Mail Calls (great pictures from the western mini).  Congratulations to Jean-
Loup on his book.   
 
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer

 
 
 Thanks for advertising my book in the mail call. I have not spoken about it much so far as the release 
date has been pushed back several times, but now the editor has said the book will be delivered to them 
in early may, and will then start being shipped out, so hopefully clients will be receiving their copies by 
late may. 
 
 Regards 
 
 Jean-Loup 
 
BB:  You can pre-order Jean-Loup’s book on Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/Operation-Dragoon-
Autopsy-Liberation-August-September/dp/076434580X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398079160&sr=8-
1&keywords=Jean-Loup+Gassend 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Military Humor 
 

 

    
 

  http://article15.storefrontier.com/prod/STD-TEE  https://www.facebook.com/UsMilitaryMarketplace  

 
  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.amazon.com/Operation-Dragoon-Autopsy-Liberation-August-September/dp/076434580X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398079160&sr=8-1&keywords=Jean-Loup+Gassend
http://www.amazon.com/Operation-Dragoon-Autopsy-Liberation-August-September/dp/076434580X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398079160&sr=8-1&keywords=Jean-Loup+Gassend
http://www.amazon.com/Operation-Dragoon-Autopsy-Liberation-August-September/dp/076434580X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398079160&sr=8-1&keywords=Jean-Loup+Gassend
http://article15.storefrontier.com/prod/STD-TEE
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Found on Wikipedia:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_W._Dunaway 
 

George W. Dunaway (July 24, 1922 – February 6, 2008) 

was the second Sergeant Major of the Army. He was sworn 

in on September 1, 1968 and served until his term ended in 

September 1970. He was born in Richmond, Virginia, on 

July 24, 1922 and died on February 6, 2008 in Las Vegas, 

Nevada.
[1]

 

After attending the Airborne Course in August 1943, 

Sergeant Major Dunaway remained at Fort Benning, Georgia 

as an Airborne School Instructor until January 1945 when he 

joined the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team in 

France as a platoon sergeant. He returned to Fort Benning in 

December 1945 with assignment to the 501st Parachute 

Infantry Regiment where he served as first sergeant of 

Company "A". In March 1948, Sergeant Major Dunaway 

was reassigned to the 82d Airborne Division at Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina. There he became a member of the 505th 

Parachute Infantry Regiment as Operations Sergeant, 

ascending to the Regimental Sergeant Major position in 

1952. 

In early 1954 he transferred to the 187th Regimental Combat 

Team as the Combat Team Sergeant Major. He continued in 

that position for seven years during which he saw the 

Airborne Regimental Combat Team renamed as the 187th 

Infantry, when the 101st Airborne Division was reactivated 

on September 21, 1956, at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. 

Departing Fort Campbell in 1961, he took the reins of the 1st 

Special Forces Group, 1st Special Forces in United States 

Army Pacific and later moved to the 5th Special Forces 

Group in Vietnam, where he remained until June 1967. 

Returning to the United States, he re-joined the 101st 

Airborne Division as it prepared to move to Vietnam in the 

largest unit deployment by air in the history of the Vietnam 

War. Sergeant Major Dunaway arrived in Vietnam with the 

commanding general's command group on December 13, 

1967. In February 1968, he moved to Camp Eagle in the I 

Corps Tactical Zone with the division where he remained 

until July 1968 when he was selected as the second Sergeant Major of the Army. 

 
 
 

George W. Dunaway 

 
SMA George W. Dunaway 

Born 
July 24, 1922 

Richmond, Virginia 

Died 
February 6, 2008 (aged 85) 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

Allegiance United States of America 

Service/branch United States Army 

Years of 

service 
1943–1970 

Rank Sergeant Major of the Army  

Unit 
82nd Airborne Division 

101st Airborne Division 

Battles/wars 
World War II 

Vietnam War 

Awards 

Army Distinguished Service Medal 

Silver Star 

Purple Heart 

Air Medal 
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I also found a 167-page biographical interview with SMA George Dunaway, which is now on the website 
at: George W. Dunaway  Here are a few words about the 517th: 
 

 
 

 
SMA George w. Dunaway  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
file://MYBOOKWORLD/Public/Bob's%20HP%20laptop%20with%20SyncToy/My%20Documents/My%20Webs/517PRCT/bios/george_dunaway/oral_history_interview_george_dunaway.pdf
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Administrivia 
 

 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

At any time, if you 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Joanne Barrett 
70 Pleasant Street 
Cohasset, MA  02025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 4) 

 
 
A few more pages from William Houston’s biography are on the following pages.   
 
This chapter covers parachute training at Fort Benning in September 1943. 
 
 
 
Next week:  Back at Camp MacKall  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/
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