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Charlie Casey’s Battleship 

 
RE:  Lt. Charles D. Casey, I Company 
 
Dear Bob, This is wonderful news for me too.!!! My family certainly has pictures of Charlie in his civilian 
life. There is certainly a picture of him (official military picture) at the Fall River, Massachusetts, Maritime 
Museum.   
 
Charlie was a real American Hero. 
 
Why is he recognized at a Maritime Museum??  I am one of the last people to know. 
 
He was significantly affected after one of his jumps.  When recuperating he got assigned to an American 
Prisoner of War Camp for German's (I think it was in Belgium???).  When he was there he oversaw 
recreational activities of the German POW's.  He asked them about the German Battleship 
Tirpitiz.  Everyone knew about the Bismarck, but there was great fear about the Tirpitz.  It was a sister 
ship of the Bismarck and after outfitting and with enhancements it was bigger - tonnage and firepower. 
He commissioned (I should say assigned) some of the German's under his watch to build the Tirpitz. 
 
They asked for drafting paper and pencils and drafting tools.  Charlie did the best he could.  The German 
POW's vanished for two months once supplies were found.  Upon emerging from their intense planning 
sessions they then asked to meet with Charlie.  He granted them an audience.  The POW's reported to 
him they had done much work with the blueprints but said they were at an impasse.  Detail drawings 
would require further direction because they were at the point where they were working on plumbing 
details and if it was his desire to have American plumbing over German pluming? 
 
He was shocked.  The POW's thought that they had been impressed to build the Tirpitz for their 
captors.  I am not kidding you Bob.  At this point Germany was a beaten nation.  None of these POW's 
knew their fate. 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/
mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.517prct.org/archives
http://www.517prct.org/roster.pdf
http://www.517prct.org/archives


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2212  Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 2 of 21 

 

 
After the meeting they asked for permission to find materials to build a model.  He granted them 
permission to forage for any materials they could find outside the camp.  They found a balsa wood glider 
wing (remember many troops came in via glider) and they used it for the hull.  With sea ration cans and 
the eyes of their shoes (every eye from their shoes) they built a model of the Tirpitz.  The deck planking 
is from glued wooden match sticks.  Charlie tried to donate it to the US Navel (at any site the Navy might 
approve - the Naval Academy etc.) they were snobs.  The model was not a scale model.  The model 
today is in Fall River Mass.  It is/was a real working model - it has electric motors.  All the German 
POW's signed the interior of the hull before the bridge components and deck were attached (prior to 
completion).  I would love to know whether any of the POW's are still alive - I am sure a family member 
would love to see this model.  This model ship and two others (one of the others is also at the Museum - 
Charlie's sister gave the other model built by the POW's to a family friend) were put in four coffins (Tirpitz 
required two - one for hull and one for the deck and bridges) and shipped to Providence, RI.  So no one 
could know what then were he gave them names of Streets and neighborhoods he had grown up near in 
the City of Providence or areas of Providence.  I remember one of the German ships was the Mount 
Pleasant - that was the neighborhood he and my father grew up in. 
 
His sister left me some wooden bowls made by the German POW's - quite amazing.  All have Airborne 
517th patches and symbols on them.  The most impressive item is a pencil sketch (Charlie had it framed 
when the other items came to Providence).  The sketch was done with what Charlie said was a 3 inch 
pencil and razor blade on a paper bag.  I have it.  He said the POW did it by memory or from his state of 
his mind.  It is a house tittering on a cliff.  It is done in such detail you would think it were a B&W 
photo.  God Bless,  
 
Brian McNamee 
Quincy MA 

 

German battleship Tirpitz 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

Tirpitz was the second of two Bismarck-class battleships built for the German Kriegsmarine (War Navy) during 

World War II. Named after Grand Admiral Alfred von Tirpitz, the architect of the Kaiserliche Marine (Imperial 

Navy), the ship was laid down at the Kriegsmarinewerft Wilhelmshaven in November 1936 and her hull was 

launched two and a half years later. Work was completed in February 1941, when she was commissioned into the 

German fleet. Like her sister ship Bismarck, Tirpitz was armed with a main battery of eight 38-centimeter (15 in) 

guns in four twin turrets. After a series of wartime modifications she was 2,000 metric tons (2,000 long tons; 2,200 

short tons) heavier than Bismarck, making her the heaviest battleship ever built by a European Navy.
[3]
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After completing sea trials in early 1941, Tirpitz briefly served as the centrepiece of the Baltic Fleet, which was 

intended to prevent a possible break-out attempt by the Soviet Baltic Fleet. In early 1942, the ship sailed to Norway 

to act as a deterrent against an Allied invasion. While stationed in Norway, Tirpitz was also intended to be used to 

intercept Allied convoys to the Soviet Union, and two such missions were attempted in 1942. Tirpitz acted as a fleet 

in being, forcing the British Royal Navy to retain significant naval forces in the area to contain the battleship.
[4]

 

In September 1943, Tirpitz, along with the battleship Scharnhorst, bombarded Allied positions on the island of 

Spitzbergen, the only time the ship used her main battery in combat. Shortly thereafter, the ship was damaged in an 

attack by British mini-submarines and subsequently subjected to a series of large-scale air raids. On 12 November 

1944, British Lancaster bombers equipped with 12,000-pound (5,400 kg) "Tallboy" bombs destroyed the ship; two 

direct hits and a near miss caused the ship to capsize rapidly. A deck fire spread to the ammunition magazine for 

one of the main battery turrets, which caused a large explosion. Figures for the number of men killed in the attack 

range from 950 to 1,204. Between 1948 and 1957 the wreck was broken up by a joint Norwegian and German 

salvage operation.

 

 
Bob, I am a busy guy, but I do not want to cheat history on Charlie Casey and the 517th.  I shared with 
you some information that is only known to two or three people.  Here is a link to the picture of the Tirpitz 
at the Museum in Fall River Massachusetts.  I hope you enjoy.  
 
Best wishes,  
 
Brian McNamee 
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Hello Ron and Bob,  
 
I contacted the Marine Museum in Fall River Massachusetts this past Wednesday 4/30/14.  I left a 
message for the curator. 
 
Ironically on the day I contacted the Museum they rotated to their storage area the Battleship Turpitz 
Charlie Casey had German POW's build which his sister donated to the Museum after his death (I 
learned the ship was moved today when the Museum returned my call).  The ship model was moved 
after nearly 20 years on the main floor of the Museum.  I am still shaking my head trying to comprehend 
what the adds were of my calling on the very day the ship model was being moved. 
 
Today, Friday, I received a call from an assistant to the curator.  Because I had left a message on 
Wednesday he knew my inquiry regarded Charlie.  I sent you a picture earlier of the model Turpitz.  If 
you could see closely inside the case there was a picture of Charlie with the ship before he shipped it to 
US.  The gentleman who called me had opened the case and had the picture in hand.  He is going to 
make a copy and I asked him for the dedication program when Charlie's articles were donated to the 
Museum.  He promised to look for other material they might have on file.  I will contact you when I have 
whatever I can get in hand.  At some point I will get your mailing address.   
 
Best wishes, Brian

 
 
Excellent.  The picture of Charlie is the one thing we’ve been missing, and I’ll take any other info.   
 
Too bad they’re moving the unit to storage.  Not sure when I’ll get to Fall River, but next time I’m in that 
area I’ll be sure to check in.  (I live north of Boston.) 
 
You didn’t hear back anything from Ronald Hagen, did you?  He contacted us just this past December, 
so I was hoping that he would answer that email. 
 
Anything you can scan in or photo, I can take via email.  Contact me for my home address if you need to 
send any papers. 
 
Bob Barrett

 
 
Hi Bob, yes I did hear from Ron.  He sent me a picture of some of the articles (dog tags, etc.) that 
belonged to Charlie.  I do not know how he got them.  I think he is traveling at this time, but I am in 
touch and will share with the both of you what I get from the Museum.   
 
Regards, Brian 
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MailCall News 

 
Bob, Saw this in the paper in the town I live in this morning. 
 
Mimsey (Boyle Kelly) 

 

Might as well jump: WWII vet to celebrate 
90th by skydiving 
By Paul Post, The Saratogian Tuesday, April 29, 2014 

FORT ANN >> Leo Dean took up skydiving 
at 75, when some people that age have 
resigned themselves to a rocking chair. 

This Saturday, weather-permitting, the 
World War II veteran will celebrate his 90th 
birthday by making his 162nd jump in Fort 
Ann, and he’s looking for other daredevils to 
join him. 

While a relative newcomer to the sport of 
skydiving, Dean is no stranger to jumping 
out of airplanes. During the war, he 
belonged to the 517th Parachute 
Regimental Combat Team that suffered 
heavy casualties during the invasion of 
Southern France, and later fought with 
ground forces in the Battle of the Bulge. 

“My cardiologist asked me, ‘Are you still skydiving?’ I told him, ‘It’s better than the pills you give me.’ It 
keeps my adrenaline pumped up,” Dean said, laughing. 

Nothing much seems to stop him. 

Renee Farley, a close family friend, said she was lounging on a beach in Jamaica one day when a 
parasailer drifted by, waving at her. Sure enough, it was Dean. 

Last spring, the Albany resident was a special guest at The Great Escape theme park, where he helped 
christen the Screamin’ Eagles, a new thrill ride. 

Saturday’s planned outing, led by Adirondack Skydiving Adventures, is obviously a bit riskier — and 
higher off the ground. In deference to his late wife Helen’s wishes, Dean gave up parachuting for most 
of his adult life. After she passed away, he began having second thoughts. 

“I wondered if I still had the nerve to step out the door of a plane,” Dean said. “When I got up there, I 
said, ‘What the heck am I doing here?’” 

Several friends have already agreed to jump with him on Saturday. However, at least two more are 
needed. If eight others take part, Dean will be allowed to jump for free. 

 
In this May 30, 2013, photo, Leo Dean rides the Screamin’ 
Eagle at The Great Escape in Queensbury. On Saturday, 
weather-permitting, Dean will celebrate his 90th birthday by 
jumping out of an airplane. SARATOGIAN FILE PHOTO 
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“The best gift we could give our hero and friend is to share this special day with him,” Farley said. “An 
even better gift would be to jump with him.” 

Dean said he wrote to former president, World World War II veteran and parachutist George H. Bush, 
inviting him to go along on his birthday adventure. Bush marked his 75th, 80th and 85th birthdays with 
parachute jumps. 

“He wrote back and said, ‘Sure, if Barbara lets me,’” Dean said. 

Dean likes to kid about his skydiving pursuits, but turns serious when reflecting about his wartime 
service. 

“Even when I was a little kid, I wanted to be a soldier,” he said. “I went to Christian Brothers Academy, a 
Junior ROTC (Reserve Officers’ Training Corps) school. In my senior year, I was cadet captain and 
company commander.” 

As a teen, in the 1930s, he went to month-long Citizens’ Military Training Camps, a summer program 
held each year from 1921-40 that gave young men basic military training. But unlike the National Guard 
and Reserves, there was no obligation to call-up for active duty. One of the largest camps was near 
Plattsburgh. 

Dean faked his age so he could join the program early. 

“I went to my first one in 1939,” he said. “At 15, I was firing machine guns over Lake Champlain.” 

Five years later, however, Dean was fighting an enemy that shot back. He got his first taste of combat 
north of Rome, in the summer of 1944. On Aug. 15, his 517th parachute team left Italy and crossed the 
Mediterranean for a night-time jump into Southern France. 

Although overshadowed in history by D-Day, two months earlier, this highly successful invasion was 
critical to the war’s outcome. Working in concert with the 3rd, 36th and 45th Infantry Divisions, Dean’s 
airborne group began liberating one small French town after another, at great cost in American lives. 

He’s already purchased airline tickets to return back there this Aug. 15 for solemn memorial services at 
a U.S. military cemetery. He’s been there each of the past 10 years. 

Dean said each town that was liberated still holds parades, in which he’s participated, and ceremonies 
to mark the date of their freedom from Nazi control. 

“Those French people on the Riviera are really very good,” he said. 

The combat lasted 90 days until November as Dean’s outfit pushed German forces into northern Italy. 
The Allied thrust also drove northward in France. 

A month later, he was preparing for a parachute the next spring into Germany, when Hitler counter-
attacked with the Battle of the Bulge. Dean was quickly transferred north and spent the winter of 1944-
45 in northern France and Belgium. 

“I almost froze to death up there,” he said. “What a contrast from the French Riviera. The Bulge started 
in mid-December. I never got pulled out of line until the first week of February.” 

After Germany surrendered in May, fighting still raged in the Pacific against Japan. That summer, Dean 
was ordered back to the U.S., expecting to be sent to Alaska to prepare for an invasion of northern 
Japan. However, two days before his troop ship reached New York, he learned that Japan had 
surrendered, too, following the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

“I lucked out on that one,” Dean said. 
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Coming home, he went to Siena College, became a certified public accountant and had a long career in 
the insurance business. Never one to stay idle, his latest job is with Norvest Financial Services in 
Latham. 

“I didn’t say I go to work,” he said. “I said I go to the office and I take long lunch hours.” 

Dean understands why most people don’t care to take part in Saturday’s skydiving celebration. 
However, anyone who shows up can enjoy a champagne toast afterward. Adirondack Skydiving 
Adventures is located at 10913 Route 149 in Fort Ann, 9.3 miles east of Route 9. 

Dean’s jump is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. 

Even those who don’t make it can still help him. 

“Pray for good weather,” he said, smiling. 

From: http://www.saratogian.com/general-news/20140429/might-as-well-jump-wwii-vet-to-celebrate-90th-by-skydiving 

 
 
Bob: 
Here are some photos.  I have never seen most of them.  We sometimes forget how terrible the war in 
the Pacific really was. 
                                         Merle W. Mc Morrow 
 
http :// blogs . denverpost . com /captured/2010/03/18/captured-  blog -the-pacific-and-adjacent- 
theaters /#more-1547

 
 

To: Howard Hensleigh  
 
Sir,  
 

Somehow I got a message over the linked in network that had your name attached. Amazingly it was 
within days of my viewing the two part history of the 517th on U Tube. I wasn't even certain it was the 
correct Howard Hensleigh but with the Menlo Park address, couldn't risk it and so responded. Another of 
the coincidences / mysteries that seem to be sprinkled into this life, I guess. 
 
At any rate this follow up "action report" is long overdue. 
 
Dad (Frank Fenton, HQ/3) passed 9 April 2003. At that time I was assigned to Naval Special Warfare 
Development Group (2001 to 2006) and retired from the Navy from that unit. A top shelf group of guys 
not unlike the 517th, I'll bet.  
 
Was able to spend several, nearly uninterrupted, months on leave with Dad until February 2003 when I 
received orders for deployment with a task force headed for Iraq just prior to things starting up there. 
Talked it over with Dad and I said given the circumstances I could likely get those orders changed. His 
words were "no you won't; when they call you; you go. That's what we do". Clearly the 517th to the end.  
 
I'll never forget the ride down that drive way and the trip back to Dam Neck VA as I knew I wouldn't see 
him again, in this world. 
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Word came to me in Iraq April 8th his condition was critical and shortly thereafter that he'd passed. I went 
to a spot to be by myself for awhile and realized I was at the same location in that desert that we'd had a 
service for 5 rangers we'd lost a few days earlier. All of them in their 20s with wives, children & mothers 
and fathers, brothers and sisters. Hundreds that would never see them again. I realized I was so 
fortunate to have had such a man by my side for 79 years. I also thought of the many friends that I'm 
sure you both shared that were taken so young so many years before their time.  
 
I can't tell you how much I appreciated your sharing your memories of the 517th and Dad. The bonds, 
lives and character you guys have passed remain a hard act to follow. 
Thank You for everything you've given thank you for ceaselessly continuing.  
 
Best to you and yours, 
 
Les Fenton  
CDR USN Retired

 
 
Dear Les, 
 
In the attack across the tracks on D plus one in the south end of les Arcs, France, your father probably 
saved my life.  He was in my machine gun section in the 3rd Bn. Hq. Company of the 517th.  He carried 
a BAR as his personal weapon.  The BAR, an excellent weapon, is much heavier than the carbine and 
M1, which increased his load along with our heavy machine guns, ammo and personal gear.  All this 
went up and down the mountains of Italy, Southern France and the Bulge. 
 
We were to attack and take the south end of les Arcs over the multiple line rail road tracks and rout the 
Germans who held good fields of fire and buildings on the other side.  I was one of the few who made it 
over in a hail of enemy fire.  The rest of the Bn. had the good sense to realize that there was a better way 
to do it.  The other two who made it across the tracks were cut down by enemy fire.  I decided after 
several near misses that my place was on the other side of the tracks leading my MG section.  The 
enemy in a house fired at me as I crossed, but your father with his BAR and Zawicci with his bazooka 
disturbed their accuracy.  We found an underpass for drainage down to the right and the entire Bn. went 
through it to flank the Germans and take the south end of les Arcs. 
 
You are to be commended on your respect and loyalty to your father.  He was a good man.  I am sure he 
brought you up properly.  Most of the kids thought their 517th fathers were a little strict.  Although I did 
not see him at any of the reunions I attended, I did get his phone number and we had a long chat several 
years ago.  I could tell that he lived a good constructive life after his 517th service. 
 
Congratulations to you on your Navy service and retirement.  Let's keep in touch. 

Howard Hensleigh 

 

I'm so happy I got to the intended, Howard Hensleigh and that you're "CHARGING and Choosing the 
Best Way Across The Tracks". This technology is amazing sometimes for the good and sometimes I think 
out of control. Somehow apparently, by its own devices,  a couple of days ago I received "out of the blue" 
an email asking if I wanted to connect with Howard Hensleigh on Linked In.  
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I responded because I didn't want to risk missing a connect with you. At any rate thanks to "whatever, 
whomever" we connected again. Of course, I think of Dad often and not infrequently, more and more it 
seems, the image that comes to mind is Dad as he was as a younger man. Probably has something to 
do with my own reflection as I look in the mirror at an older fellow looking back at me and thinking that 
might change. I still get a "hey Frank" from some of the "other finely matured characters" in the grocery 
store.  
 
Dad wasn't much for details of his military time, at least to his sons (my younger brother Jeff is 60 and 
lives 10 miles away and will be here this afternoon for burgers).  The more I learn the more I'm amazed 
at similarities of the choices we made and experiences we've had.  
 
I went to Benning for Jump school in 1967 and was surprised to be called out as one of 4 or 5 during the 
jump wings ceremony as a second generation paratrooper. I had no idea they kept those kind of records. 
I think Dad did get a charge out of that. 1967-70 I was Army enlisted as a Special Forces medic and went 
through SF combat swimmer school at Fleming Key in Key West Florida. I got out in 1970 (times then 
were like now, everyone thought we were over wars, wish that we're so but obviously it isn't). Went to 
undergrad and medical school and residency and then amazing, joined the Navy and spent most of my 
career with Naval Special Warfare.  Unbelievably 4 years of that was at the University of Penn that 
ended in a PhD. The reason for that is a longer story for another time but my mentor there was Christian 
Lambertsen MD (former Army Major - OSS Special Detachment 101 underwater operations 1942-45) 
who had invented the diving rig we used in the Army SF combat swimmer course, the Emerson-
Lambertsen rebreather.  
 
Sending you a video that has the Cabin we live in that was Dad's dream for retirement. He retired at 78 
and we hadn't started building by the time he was diagnosed but he got to be in it from Thanksgiving 
Nov. 2002 until  9 April 2003. Jeff and I were both with him for most of that time, Jeff right to the end 
when I went to Iraq. We had firing lanes cut and his 300 savage locked and loaded and by his wheel 
chair for deer season but the deer proved to be better hunters than we were that year. Heaven help us if 
we'd have found a BAR. I have a box full of BAR manuals Dad brought home with him, apparently he 
took that weapon quite seriously. 
 
Well enough of all of that for now. It's great to be in contact again, all the best to you and yours, trusting 
this finds you "well and "reloading". 
 
Best 
 
Les 
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Dear Patricia & Roland, 

It is my pleasure to make your acquaintance.   My father was George A. Sullivan, Co A, 1st Bn of the 
517th. 

As I mentioned to Bob, there is a possibility that my wife Kathy and I will be in Europe in October.  If the 
timing works out, we would like to attend the activities in Sospel.  

While it may be too early to know the details of the ceremonies, if you just know the dates and could 
send that to me, it would be most helpful.  

Merci Beaucoup! 

Roger Sullivan 

 

Dear Roger, 
 
it will be a pleasure to welcome you in Sospel.  
 
for the moment it's too early, as you write, to know the details but the ceremonies will be during 2 
days  26 and 27th of october 2014. 

More a s a p..... 

Maybe you don't know but ashes of Major Fraser are on our property, dispersed by his daughter in 
2009..... 
 
Patricia and Roland 

 
 
 
Bob:  your kindness and helpfulness to those who contact you looking for news about their family 
members who might have been in the 517th as in this week's Mail Call is exemplary.  Thank you for 
doing that and for sharing your correspondence with the families.  Their delight and pleasure of finding 
the treasure trove that you manage to provide always makes my day.   
 
        Also enjoyed reading Howard Hensleigh's Bronze Star citation -- what a special treat it was to visit 
with him in California -- a hero of the first order among his many talents and gifts.   
 
        Thank you also for the piece on Dunaway and for reprinting William Houston's accounts -- 
reading this segment made me flash back to standing next to Dad while watching the re-enactors jump 
out near Dulles at the D.C. national reunion.  Very special memories.   
 
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer 
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Administrivia 
 

 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

At any time, if you 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Joanne Barrett 
70 Pleasant Street 
Cohasset, MA  02025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 4) 

 
 
Another chapter from William Houston’s biography are on the following pages.   
 
This chapter covers “Back at Camp MacKall” from September 1943 to February 1944. 
 

 
 
 
Next week:  Tennessee Maneuvers 
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