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D-Day – June 6, 1944 

General Eisenhower’s Message Sent Just Prior to the Invasion: 

 

Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen of the Allied Expeditionary Force! You 

are about to embark upon a great crusade, toward which we have 

striven these many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The 

hopes and prayers of liberty loving people everywhere march with 

you. In company with our brave Allies and brothers in arms on other 

fronts, you will bring about the destruction of the German war 

machine, the elimination of Nazi tyranny over the oppressed peoples 

of Europe, and security for ourselves in a free world. 

Your task will not be an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well 

equipped and battle hardened, he will fight savagely. 

But this is the year 1944! Much has happened since the Nazi 

triumphs of 1940-41. The United Nations have inflicted upon the 

Germans great defeats, in open battle, man to man. Our air offensive 

has seriously reduced their strength in the air and their capacity to wage war on the ground. Our home fronts have 

given us an overwhelming superiority in weapons and munitions of war, and placed at our disposal great reserves 

of trained fighting men. The tide has turned! The free men of the world are marching together to victory! 

I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill in battle. We will accept nothing less than full 

victory! 

Good Luck! And let us all beseech the blessings of Almighty God upon this great and noble undertaking. 

-- Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Listen to General Eisenhower’s Message 
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MailCall News 

 
My Most Sincere Regrets go out to Helen, Family, and 517th Family and Friends of Harold "Hal" 
Beddow!  Since I don't always open the Mail Calls when Bob sends them out, this sad news is late in 
coming. 
  
I believe Hal and Helen were at every 517th Reunion I attended.  Got a kick out of Hal's stories and love 
of life.  Know Helen did A Lot of work on ALL Reunions but I never heard Hal complain once.  As long as 
he was with his buddies, he was Happy. 
  
In my humble opinion, the Good Lord allowed Hal one more Jump.  However, instead of gravity pulling 
Trooper Hal to Earth, he was Lifted on Eagle's Wings to that Eternal Poolside Resort, where many of his 
517th Band of Brothers were waiting for him with an iced glass of Scotch! 
  
God Bless, 
  
Kenton "Kent" Floyd Immerfall 
Nephew of 1st Lt. Floyd A. Stott - "I" Co. 3rd Bat. 517th PRCT 
 

 
 
I went to a ceremony on the battle ship Texas on the 6 th of June which is the 70th anniversary of the 
Normandy invasion & received the medal of knight of the French legion of honor. It is very beautiful. 36 of 
us received the medal at one time. 
 
Melvin Trenary

 
 
Good evening, 
My grandpa Frank Grbinich was the 517th PRCT Association's president from 1985-1987.  He passed 
away in 1995 when I was 9 years old.  I hope to meet some men that may have known my grandpa 
through this email group.  Any assistance would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Respectfully, 
Alex Hunt 
AlexHunt08@gmail.com 
404-723-5350 

 
 
Please convey to Joanne our how grateful we all are for her service as Treasurer (besides all the other 
things she had done for the 517th and its members and their families (will always be thankful for how 
she looked out for Dad at one reunion that I couldn't attend and he didn't feel well and gave everyone a 
fright).  Words can't express that gratitude. Your Dad left remarkable "chips off the old block" in the two 
of you.  God bless you both and Mimsey for picking up the reins.   
 
Pat Seitz and Alan Greer 
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Subj: Trooper addition to 517th 
  
Lt  Jerome Vincent Callahan   (Chicago) 
Deceased May 7 30, 1997 
Recpt:  Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
  
After the war "Jerry" worked in Illinois State Attorney's office as an investigator on major cases; 
continuing his career in law enforcement retiring as a District Commander. 
  
Married to Elizabeth Katherine McMahon when he enlisted after Pearl Harbor, Jerry joined the 517th at 
age 28.  At home in Chicago was his wife and young son, Reed. After the war Jerry had two more 
children,  Nancy and Daniel.  A man of honor, duty and quiet dignity.  His loyalty ran a mile and just as 
deep. 
  
Nancy Callahan Carlson 

 
Jerry Callahan received a Purple Heart in addition to Bronze Star. 
 

   
 

Ben Barrett and Dick Seitz were both age 26 in 1944, and they claimed to be among the oldest in the 
517th, (not counting Gen. Lou Walsh and Col. Rupert Graves).  Looks like Jerry Callahan was a 
couple of years older. – BB  
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Questions about James J. Pacey and Purple Medal 517 prct unit 
 
Hello….My name is Kimberly Zonaras from Dayton Ohio.  My 
husband James Zonaras is the nephew of James J. Pacey who 
died in France in September, 1944.  I was working on some 
geneology for him and found both this website and another…the 
US Militaria that both contain the same information about 
him.  My Mother-in Law Catherine Pacey Zonaras is James J. 
Pacey’s still living sister. 
 
In both the bio here on this site….and a forum in the Militaria 
site…there are pictures of his purple heart.  Apparently a man 
named Lubos had purchased the medal from another seller and 
was asking about James. 
 
My questions are….is there some way to get in contact with the 
man who has the Purple Medal.  The family still remaining living 
has no idea why the Purple Medal is in Europe instead of here 
with the family.  We would be most interested in knowing if 
Lubos knows who had it before him and we’d love to try to get to 
the bottom of it.  My husband, being his eldest nephew…and his 
mother would certainly love to have it back in the family..but if 
that’s not possible, we would love to know more about it’s journey.   
 
My name and address is 
Kimberly Zonaras  daughter in law of Catherine Pacey Zonaras (of California) 
2227 E. Rahn Rd 
Kettering OH  45440 
937-974-2862 or 937-567-0702 
 
thank you so much for any help you can be.   
My husband is named after James J. Pacey as you can see and anything we can find out would be so 
much appreciated. 
 
Yours, Kimberly Zonaras

 
 
I’m Lt Warren Caulfield’s daughter and my husband and I are planning on attending the 70th 
anniversary proceedings in Le Muy and surrounding areas.  We reserved for Aug 12-19 but we would 
like to know if anyone has any specifics on what and where.  I have sent an email to J. Mickael Soldi 
but haven’t heard anything yet and thought perhaps you would have more info. 
 
Thanks for doing such a wonderful job on MailCall. Each time it comes out I am more in awe of their 
sacrifices. 
 
Airborne all the way 
Shelly Azeff   

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2217  Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 5 of 21 

 

Hello, my name is Keith Chan, I am wondering if this is Howard Hensleigh who served in World War 2  
Keith Chan

 
Yes, Keith.  I served in the 517th Parachute Infantry through 5 major battles in the ETO as 
Machinegun/bazooka platoon leader, S-2 and S-3 of the 3rd Battalion.  Howard Hensleigh

 
Hello Howard, nice to meet you, I was wondering if you could explain how it was like on one of your major 
battles as I am currently writing an essay on World War 2.   Keith Chan 

 
 
Dear Keith, 
A major battle is a term used to describe a major campaign, for example the Rome-Arno major battle included 
taking Rome on June 5, 1944 (the day before D Day in Normandy), but it also included pushing the German 
army all the way up the Italian "boot" almost to the Po River. 
 
For that reason, I will not describe an entire major battle, but just one part of what was known as the Battle of 
the Bulge beginning on the 16th of December 1944 and lasting a month or two into the winter of 1945. 
 
Background:  After the Rome-Arno campaign in Italy, my outfit the 517th Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
(the 517th Parachute Infantry Regiment, the 460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion and the 596th Parachute 
Combat Engineering Company) as a part of the First Airborne Task Force, parachuted into Southern 
France.  After we completed our invasion mission of providing and "umbrella" to keep German forces from 
reaching the seaborne forces on the beaches of S. France, we pushed the German army all the way back 
into Italy.  This kept us on the lines in constant combat for more than ninety days.  We than shipped to 
northern France in 40 and 8 box cars and were to have Christmas in training for a winter offensive.  The 
Germans beat us to the draw and attacked the weakest part of the Allied lines on December 16, 1944.  At that 
time the troopers of the 517th were 18th Airborne Corps under Lt. General Ridgeway.  My Third Battalion of 
the 517th PIR was credited for retaking Manhay, Belgium, the first territory retaken from the Germans as we 
began to turn the Bulge inside out.  We were ordered to take it at all costs.  Manhay is a road center the 
Germans could use to fan out their armored attacks if they could hold onto it.  Manhay was occupied by an 
SS battalion, dug in with good  fields of fire.  Here is how it happened. 
 
General Ridgeway had pulled our G Company out to guard his 18th Corps command post.  So we had only 
two line companies for the attack.  We also had the battalion Headquarters Company which contained the 
communications section, the 81 heavy mortar platoon and the machinegun/bazooka platoon. 
 
After heavy artillery concentrations on the town our attack was ordered to begin at two in the morning of 
December 27, 1944.  Our attack order was a column of companies with I Company leading, then H Company 
and Hq. 3rd.  The artillery lifted at 2 o'clock as planned and Lt. Stott's platoon of I Company led the attack on 
the run.  Then some big Allied artillery unit fired a salvo which was both late and short.  It killed Lt. Stott and 
half of this platoon.  The rest of the battalion ran through this carnage and fought house to house, fox hole to 
fox hole and had Manhay under control within two hours.  We eliminated many of the enemy and sent about 
fifty of the worst German troops of the hated SS Divisions back to regimental headquarters as prisoners of 
war.  Then German artillery opened up on us and we repelled three counter attacks.  We were pulled out the 
afternoon of January 1, 1945, for other operations of the 18th Airborne Corps. to reverse the losses 
occasioned by the Bulge. 
 
I'm not sure this will help, but I trust you will have a good report.  We of the 517th wish you the best in your 
school year which is soon to be finished. 
 
Sincerely yours,  Howard Hensleigh 
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Hi Bob,  I just wanted to respond -- through you -- to Jean-Loup Gassend: 
 
Jean-Loup, no need to apologize for not listing the names of the 
men pictured on page 67 of Operation Dragoon:  Autopsy of a 
Battle.  I completely understand the difficulties involved in 
wanting to have accurate identifications wherever 
possible.  And, I have to say, I think you did a wonderful job 
throughout the book!  As far as my Dad -- Edward Smith -- 
being with the 509th prior to joining the 517th:  I don't know why 
that was the case.  I will try to do some research.  However, he 
wasn't injured prior to the Invasion of Southern France.  In fact, 
following those several months, he went on to The Battle of the 
Bulge.  There the war ended for him in February 1945 when he 
sustained a severe bullet wound to the ankle.  He was first 
transported to a hospital in Paris, then London, and then back to 
the States.   
 
I also would like to share the following email that I sent to Bob 
Sirott and Marianne Murciano earlier today.  They are a husband 
and wife team who do a radio program on Chicago's WGN-AM 
station weekdays from noon to 3.  I sent a similar email to Steve 
Bertrand, a news anchor on WGN who also has a Saturday 
morning show about books.  I just want to get the word out 
about your amazing book. 
 
Thanks for your wonderful work, 
 
Shirley Catterson 

 
 
Hi Marianne and Bob, 
 
I was listening yesterday when you were talking about D-Day, the Invasion of Normandy.  There's 
another 70th anniversary coming up on August 15th -- the commemoration of the Invasion of Southern 
France -- or, as it was nicknamed by the G.I.'s, "The Champagne Campaign."   
 
My Dad, Edward Smith, was a proud paratrooper with the 517th Parachute Combat Infantry Regiment; 
and he jumped into France as a participant in that campaign.  (Prior to that, he made combat jumps into 
North Africa, Sicily, and Italy.  Then, he went from Southern France right into The Battle of the Bulge.)  He 
passed away suddenly in 2001 at the age of 78.   
 
A few years after he was gone, I found the 517th's website on-line.  It is a marvelous website, and he 
would have loved it!  While browsing photographs posted there, I was surprised and delighted to come 
across several of my Dad!  Pictures I'd never seen -- and I'm sure that he had never seen.  One of them 
is now on page 67 (as well as on the back cover) of an awesome new book, just released, about the 
Invasion of Southern France.  It's called Operation Dragoon:  Autopsy of a Battle.  The Allied Liberation 
of the French Riviera, August - September 1944 by Jean-Loup Gassend.  I first learned about the book 
about a month ago while reading "MailCall," the weekly, on-line newsletter of the 517th.  I ordered the 
book from Amazon.  When it arrived, I immediately started paging through the breath-taking array of 
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photographs inside, and again -- was so surprised -- to come across the picture of my Father in the book 
and on the cover.  (I've attached the picture for you to see.  My Dad is the fella in the middle.) 
 
This book is also something I wish my Dad had lived long enough to see.  It contains hundreds and 
hundreds of first-hand recollections of G.I.'s, German soldiers, and French inhabitants, among others.  It 
is an amazing, interesting, thrilling read.  The research that Gassend put into its 500+ pages is 
astounding.  I'm about halfway through Operation Dragoon now, and I cannot recommend it highly 
enough to do it justice.  Please check it out, Marianne and Bob. 
 
Thank you for your very entertaining and just-plain-fun show! 
 
All the best,   
Shirley Catterson

 
On Jun 5, 2014 2:22 PM, "HOWARD E HENSLEIGH, wrote: 
Dear Alison, 
 
WELCOME HOME! 
 
Seventy years ago today we took Rome.  Seventy years ago tomorrow the Allies hit the Normandy 
beaches. 
 
Now that you have had the grand tour with your pal Alice, are you going to be able to settle down to 
work? 
 
Love,Grandfather H. 
(Howard E Hensleigh) 
 
From: Alison Quinn  
 
Dear Poppy, 
Happy 70th anniversary of the Normandy D Day! And happy belated Veterans Day. I hope there were 
some celebrations at the VA. 
Thank you for the welcome home!! I'm very glad to be home although I had a fantastic time in Europe 
and miss traveling. I'm taking the rest of this week to rest up, unpack, and catch up with everyone, but 
next week I'm going to crack down on studying for my Boards Exams and preparing to move to Virginia 
for my residency. 
Thank you again for contacting Claire on my behalf. I had a wonderful time staying with Roland and 
Patricia Satow. They were so sweet and showed me so much. I have lots of photos I want to send you 
from Sospel and Col de Braus. Once I get them on my computer I'll send them your way. I also enjoyed 
reading about your experiences there and thanks for getting back to me so quick about you being in the 
3rd Battalion. I actually found you in a book that Roland had soon after I emailed my mom which was 
neat. 
 
Hope you're doing well! 
 
Love, 
Alison  
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Ten years ago my Dad was invited back to France to receive his Legion of Honor Medal on June 5, 
2004.  Tim and I went with him.  It was a great experience.  Then on June 6th we had to get up at 3 am 
to ride a train from Paris to the Normandy beaches to get there by 8 am.  There we were taken to the 
American cemetery on at Omaha beach, where we sat right in front of President Bush and Chirac.  See 
the attached pictures I took.  During our visit we went onto Omaha Beach.  See the picture I have 
attached.  I cannot see how any of our soldiers were able to get off of that beach alive.  It is a long ways 
from the shore to the cliffs.   
Anyway, I want to express my sincere thanks to all World War II veterans that put their lives on the line, 
with many that never returned home again.  They truly are the greatest generation.  Thank you for 
allowing me to speak English and not German and enjoy the freedoms I do.  I am especially thankful to 
the men of the 517th and what they did on August 15, 1944 and beyond.  I just wished our country 
would remember Operation Dragoon and what these men did to keep the world free. 
 
Lory Curtis, son of Bud Curtis HQ, 1st BN. 
 

     
Presidents Chirac and Bush giving their speeches at the American Cemetery at Omaha Beach 

 
 
 

Mr. Michel Barnier, Minister of Foreign Affairs pinning on 
Dad’s Legion of Honor  June 5, 2004, at about 11:00 A.M 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Omaha Beach 
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Photos from Irma and Arnold Targnion, Trois Ponts, Belgium 
 
Dear friends of America, we are especially thinking of you during this day as we could follow the ceremonies in 

Normandy (on TV) In may, we attending many ceremonies on Memorial Day, in Bastogne, Henri-Chapelle, in all 

the villages in this area. I send some pictures of those events. Here is Henri-Chapelle on May 24th. We will never 

forget the sacrifices of thos young heroes.  

  
 

 
 
 

 

 

WANNE (Trois-Ponts) 517th monument  -  

2014 may 8th -wreath laying ceremony 
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Bastogne - 2014 may 16th - the Mardasson ceremony             The children are singing for the heroes 

 

       
Wereth (Amel) Belgium may 17

th
                                      517th monument - Soy/Hotton..... 
 

 

US MEMORIAL WERETH dedicated to the Wereth 11 (killed by the SS on 

1944 dec. 17th) and to all african american soldiers - ceremony MAY 17th 
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I just read the latest 517th Newsletter and saw a note about Memorial Day Remembrance.  I thought 
your readers might appreciate the request made by my 8 year great grandson to his parents concerning 
Memorial Day and his interest about WW II Veterans. I never brought up the subject about WW II with 
him before as he was too young. Because of his surprising interest,  I will now relate to him about his 
great uncle in Company H and our other family members in WW II including my sister's (a WW II 
Widow) VIP participation with Vice President  Gore at the 50th Anniversary of V-J Day Ceremonies at 
Fort Myers. I will show him the 517th Website for him to peruse.  I think we will have another generation 
517th follower. 
  
Please extend our thanks to Joanne for her service as Treasurer and for her effort in regaining the tax 
exemption for the 517th and our dealings with the IRS. 
  
Frank Ramos  
   
-----Original Message----- 
From: Frank M. Ramos  
Sent: Thu, May 29, 2014 9:32 pm 
Subject: Memorial Day Remembrance by an Eight Yeal Boy - Christian Basardo 
 
Friends and Family:  
  
Please allow me to indulge you with a unusual request made by my great grand son Christian to his 
parents for he and his young sister to do something special on Memorial Day for the Veterans.   
  
I have enclosed the following message with pictures from my grand daughter to my wife and I about the 
"out of the blue" request from her eight year old son with his sister, Sophia, to pay homage to the 
Veteran's buried at Rosecran's National Cemetery in San Diego.  His father is an active duty Master 
Chief, Petty Officer, U.S.N., who has served recent tours on land and sea duty in Afghanistan and in the 
Persian Gulf. 
  
I was so taken back by his thoughtful request that I thought you would appreciate the empathy Christian 
has about veterans that he picked up from somewhere. It is timely after I saw a major TV network 
segment where they interviewed and asked college students on the beach in Maryland about what 
Memorial Day is about and their total  ignorance about this day of remembrance of our veterans: "it 
takes an eight year old!" 
  
Here is the email message:  
  
'Christian wanted to spend his day off from School this past Mon.(Memorial day) visiting Ft. Rosecrans 
cemetery to honor the military who have served our Country.  He told Sophia about his plan and they 
came to Jesse and I to ask if we would take them.  Christian asked me on Sunday, if he and Sophia 
could place 5 flowers each on a tombstone.   We bought a dozen roses and they each got 6.  They 
really enjoyed doing this, and it's now going to become a tradition of ours every Memorial Day.  
  
It brings tears of joy to know that Christian is so thoughtful of thinking of others, especially our fallen 
service members.  I am very proud of both of my kids to have wanted to spend their day off at a 
cemetery and had so many questions about WWII.  Enjoy some of the pics I was able to capture.'   
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Christian and Sophia Basardo at the Rosecran's National Cemetery in San Diego 

 
 
 
Hi, Bob and Shelly -  
  
Sure - we do need a kind of Jump List - it was Gene's idea 5 years ago and a darn good one.  This is a 
daunting trip! 
  
Shelly, welcome aboard.  I am an informal point of contact here for the 517, just so we can make sure 
everyone on the other side of the pond knows we're coming.  This is especially crucial for the 15 August 
formal ceremonies at the Rhone, where they need the guest list well in advance.   
  
When you say you have reservations, does that mean you have rooms?  Excellent. 
  
You should know that Leo Dean will be in a reenactment static line jump (jumping tandem and higher 
than the reenactors) on 13 August.   
  
Keep watching email and feel free to call me.  Happy to share information - but it's not like we get a lot 
from France much before we go there.   
  
Thanks so much -  
  
Claire 
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Greetings Claire, Karen and Gene. 
 
First, I am so glad to begin being in the loop; but must clarify something first off.  I am George Ross's 
oldest son Jeff.  You have met my younger brother Jess.  I am six years older than him and better 
looking. 
 
So, Gene, Jesse did load all the photos to the website, and he was the bartender in the backyard of 
mom and dad's when the reunion was in Minneapolis.  Both he and brother George dressed in uniform 
for that evening.  They both still talk about that. 
 
Now Claire, to answer your questions.  My wife, Diane, and I returned last Sunday from two weeks in 
France.  We spent a few days in Paris and ten days in Provence.  We were in Nice for three days and 
then in Aix for eight days.  While in Nice we took a bus ride to St Paul de Vence.  Spent some interesting 
time with a town historian discussing Dragoon.  3rd Division liberated that town.  Saw the 
commemorative plaque.   
 
Before we left the US and while we were there, I had been in contact with Mickael Soldi, who has the 
517th museum.  We did not have a cell phone and were only using Viber while we were there.   I had 
hoped to meet with him but it just didn't happen.  Poor planning on my part and not knowing what to 
expect.  However, we still were able to have an exceptional day following dad's road map which charted 
out the movements of the regiment and F Company in particular.  
 
We started our day at Sainte Roseline on Tuesday morning.  Drove the few miles to the DZ and from 
there followed dad's map as far as Coursegoules.  That took us six hours.  It is totally amazing 
terrain.  Dad had always said that in is for donkeys and horses.  Most of the time we had the car in third 
gear.  All up hill.  We arrived in Coursegoules at about 4 PM and had to get back to Aix where we were 
staying.  So, we headed south and back to A8 and onto Aix.  Needless to say, this certainly whet my 
appetite to get back for the 70th.  In part, because of the interaction with some of the younger folks who 
I encountered who were aware and knowledgeable of Dragoon; and because of my own personal 
connection to that place through dad and the time I just spent there. 
 
Brother Jess and I have been talking about making the trip together in August. We would just like to 
have some details as to what, where and when.  We live in Minneapolis. 
 
My questions:   
 
Dates - August 9 - 20 ? 
Flying into Nice and meeting or what? 
Are people moving together as a group or on your own? 
Staying together at hotels? 
 
Await your reply, 
 
jeff rossi 
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In last week’s MailCall, we had a note looking for information about Capt. Boffy and the 1er régiment de 
chasseurs parachutistes who jumped with the 1st Airborne Task Force to serve as guides and 
translators.  Here are some photos of a monument in La Motte recognizing the American, British and 
French Troops who participated in Operation Dragoon. 
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Administrivia 
 

 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 6) 

 
 
Another chapter from William Houston’s biography is on the following pages.   
This chapter covers “We Arrive in Italy” from May to August 1944. 
 
 
Next week:  “Jump Into France” 
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