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MailCall News 

 
 
To: Jean-Luc FABRE, Mayor of Fayence 
 
Greetings!   
 
I am the daughter of Allan Johnson, 596 
Engineers.  I will be traveling with him and 
two other 517 PRCT veterans, as well as the 
widow of Hal Beddow (1st Airborne Task 
Force) and several children of troopers, 
including the daughter of Major Don Fraser 
and the daughter of Col. William Boyle.   
 
We remember the 2009 trip very well.  We 
thank you for inviting us to Fayence and we 
would like to attend.  We are leaving on 24 
August and hope to be in Ste. Cezaire on 23 
August. 
 
My veterans are happy to hear that they are invited.  Please let me know more details as we get closer 
to August.   
 
Thank you very much for contacting us! 
 
All the best -  
Claire Johnson Giblin 
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This Week in 517
th

 History 

From Paratrooper's Odyssey - A History of the 517th Parachute Combat Team 

Grosseto had been given up by the Germans without a fight. The town lies in a flood plain formed by the 
Ombrone River. Criss-crossed by irrigation canals, the plain is ten miles wide at the coast and narrows 
to three miles inland. Leading north from Grossetoare Highway 223 to Siena, inland, and Highway 1 to 
Follonica on the coast. North of the Ombrone plain a ridge titled the "Moscona Hills" rises to 300 meters 
at the point where it is crossed by Highway 223. 

At daylight on June 18th the rifle battalions filed through Grosseto heading northeast on Highway 223. 
The order of march was 1st, Regimental Command Group, and 2nd and 3rd Battalions. Combat loads of 
ammunition had been issued. Riflemen were festooned with ammunition bandoleers and grenades. 
Machine gun crews carried 1,000 rounds apiece. Rain early in the morning had tapered off into a light 
drizzle. Most men wore raincoats or ponchos. 

Mechanized cavalry had reportedly been through the area and found it clear, but the leading company 
of Major Boyle's 1st Battalion ran into a storm of machine gun fire as it entered the Moscona Hills. The 
troopers fanned out, took cover, and returned fire. Sergeant Andrew Murphy of B Company became 
the regiment's first fatality, hit by a sniper while directing his squad's 60mm mortar fire. In the lead of the 
column, Major Boyle had been well forward with his Command Group and was pinned down. Battalion 
executive Herbert Bowlby came up from the rear to direct C Company to bring down fire on the enemy 
from a hill to the right. 

The Germans held a group of farm buildings in a small valley. With a platoon of B attached, C Company 
moved to the ridge overlooking the farm and opened fire. Little could be seen. Enemy machinegun fire 
clipped leaves from a hedgerow; within a few minutes ten C Company men were hit. German mortars 
went into action. Fortunately, the freshly-plowed ground was still soggy from the morning rain. Most of 
the mortar shell fragments went straight up, but two more men were hit. Without waiting for orders, three 
men went down into a ravine to fight their own personal war. In four trips they killed several Germans, 
captured and turned a mortar against the enemy, and took nineteen prisoners.* 

* Staff Sergeant Wilford Anderson and PFC Nolan Powell were awarded the DSC for this action. 

Colonel Graves had received no word from the 1st Battalion, but its predicament was obvious. He 
committed Lt. Col. Dick Seitz' 2nd Battalion to envelop the enemy from the right, and sent I Company 
from the 3rd Battalion to protect the eastern flank. 

Battalion 81mm mortars and 460th guns opened up. Under this fire and with pressure on their front and 
flank, the Germans pulled out. They left behind over a hundred prisoners and considerable number of 
dead and wounded. 

Coming forward to survey the scene, Colonel Graves found the 1st Battalion preparing the wounded 
and prisoners for evacuation. At the Aid Station Captain Ben Sullivan was administering blood plasma 
to Lieutenant Howard Bacon of B Company, who had been shot through the chest and lungs. He 
looked as though he was done for , but under Sullivan's care survived.* 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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* Bacon fully recovered, returned to duty, and led a rifle platoon through the rest of the war. 

In the early afternoon the advance was resumed. At twilight the Battalions took up rough perimeters and 
halted for the night. On the east I Company had become trapped in a minefield under machine gun fire. 
It was extricated after dark. The troopers were startled to find that the "German" force had been 
elements of the 162nd Turcoman Division,* recruited from Moslem minorities in the Soviet Union. 
Although the 517th troopers had not really expected all Germans to be blond supermen eight feet tall, 
neither had they expected these scruffy, undersized Mongolian types . The enemy's tactics were also 
baffling. In a delaying action it is standard practice to open fire at long range, forcing the enemy to 
deploy prematurely. The Turcomen had not read the book and allowed the 517th to get almost on top of 
them, which proved their undoing. 

* The Army "Order of Battle Handbook" later listed the 162nd Turcoman Division as having been 
'virtually destroyed' in Italy in June. After the war the remnants of the Division were returned to Soviet 
Russia, where it can be safely assumed that the destruction was completed. 

 

In its all-important first day of combat the regiment suffered 40 to 50 casualties but inflicted several 
times that number upon the enemy. Far more important, the outfit had experienced the sights and 
sounds of combat and learned that it could fight and win. 
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From General Dick Seitz, as reported in MailCall #722, 2004 
   
Ben, in a recent Mail Call there was a question concerning the 517th combat near Folloncia.  The 
following is my recall on this action Needless to say my recall is brief and sketchy.         

On 24 June 1944 the 2nd Battalion was ordered to attack and seize the town of Folloncia. Folloncia is a 
small, beautiful resort town on the west coast of Italy along highway 1.On the morning of the 24th the 
battalion attacked through the eastern outskirts of the city against fairly heavy enemy resistance.  At first 
it appeared the Germans intended to make a determined effort to hold the town however, after some 
intent fighting the Germans withdrew to the high ground north of the town. The battalion continued the 
attack and drove the Germans off the high ground.  After a couple of hours the Germans launched a 
determined counter attack with tanks and Infantry.  By this time the battalion was fairly well dug in and 
with tremendous support from our mortars and the 460th repulsed the counter attack.  The very effective 
artillery support was the result of the artillery battalion forward observer, Lt Tommy Tompson who had 
taken an exposed position in front of the front line to direct point blank fire on the enemy tanks and 
advancing Infantry.  The battalion sustained few casualties during the operation around Folloncia. 

More MailCall News 

 
I am tardy in responding to the 1er Regiment de Chasseurs Parachutistis notes in several MailCalls. 
 
During the years I have heard several remark that we had no French parachutists jump with us into 
Southern France.  I do not recall seeing any of them shortly after the jump, but at that time things were 
so confused from an organizational standpoint that we did not know where a lot of people were including 
a couple of 3rd Bn. company commanders. 
 
However, the 3rd Bn. 517 had two French paratroopers with is several weeks after the jump.  They 
patrolled with us and were at home in the outfit because of Rene Benoit's ability to keep them involved 
with his French language ability.  (From the Parisian viewpoint rusty French Canadian, but it bridged the 
gap.)  As I recall they were with us until we reached Pierra Cava.  They came to me after several weeks 
and said they were 40 or 50 Km. from home and asked if they could go home to see their parents.  I 
game them 5 day passes and a note to present to any GI vehicle driver stating they were with us and to 
give them a lift.  I thought we might never see them again, but at the end of the 5 days they were back.  I 
think they liked us and the food was not bad as at that time.  Joe Calder the S-4 was getting five and ten 
in ones that weren’t bad.  (a rations box with five or ten rations in one box)  We then had an incident 
where on outpost heard a rustle in the bushes by one who couldn't repeat the pass word.  A poor mule 
got blasted.  That got me thinking that the same thing could happen to our French friends, so I sent them 
back to their outfit.  I have another vague recollection I'm not sure of.  That is that when they got back to 
their outfits the CO wanted to court-martial them for being AWO, and that I wrote a note to say they were 
on duty with us and got them off. 
 
At any rate they were definitely with us and were good soldiers.  They may have jumped with Johnny 
Nieler and the S-2 section and I inherited them after Johnny went up to regiment and I replaced him as 
S-2. 
 
Highest Airborne regards,  Howard Hensleigh 
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From Subject: Pacey's Purple Heart 

Kimberly, 
 
It does seem a shame that somehow this ended up outside the family.  And after getting more info and 
records about Pacey from us, he probably thinks the value has gone up. 
 
If the family did not sell it, then how could it have ended up with him?  We know that he both it from 
another collector, but how did it get there?  I hate to think that it was stolen or “found” and the family 
wasn’t aware. 
 
If you care, you might be able to get some satisfaction from the military.  If you tell them the story, they 
could at least replace the medals for the family.  I don’t know if they would engrave the name on the 
Purple Heart as on the original, but you could ask. 
 
See: http://www.military.com/benefits/records-and-forms/military-awards-medals-
decorations.html?comp=7000023431425&rank=4 
 
Good luck, 
 
Bob Barrett

 
 
Subject: Pacey's Purple Heart 
 
Can’t these relatives of Pacey get the Purple Heart Medal reissued through the government site or their 
congressman?.  I had my father’s original PH and got all of his medal reissued so I would have them 
complete. This took a year.  His original PH was not engraved but when I got them reissued both the PH 
and the Bronze Star were engraved with his full name.  
 
I got the info to do this from on 517th website. 
 
Dennis Sura 

 
 
Oh thank you so much for all your help!  I'm gonna definitely call our Senator. 
 
Gratefully,  
 
Kim 
 
I will keep you updated!! 

 

Bob:  fabulous video of the returning soldier and all without words.  What a fitting reminder as we prepare 
for our up-coming celebration of the 4th of July.  Thank you.   
 
Pat Seitz  
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I had the pleasure of Mr McGary coming in to visit yesterday. He will be doing the Honor Flight on Oct. 
6, from this area, with his grandson. He's pretty happy about it. I told him I would pass on his information 
and he said ok, so here it is: 

William McGary 
PO Box 134 
White City NM 88268 
(575) 302-2431 

 I was looking for your latest newsletter to send to him, as he does not "fiddle" with computers and he 
comes to see me for some assistance in that area, I also send him our department's newsletter when I 
get them so I figured I could include yours in the mail as well. 

 Thank you for all you do! 
 
To honor our national promise to our veterans, we must continue to improve services for our men and women in uniform today and provide long overdue 
benefits for the veterans and military retirees who have already served. Solomon Ortiz quotes   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dagmar Youngberg 

NMDVS Office - Carlsbad 
305 E. Fiesta Dr.  
(575) 885-4939

 
Found on the internet:  

Parachutist’s First Aid Kit 

Found this in an antique store about 12 years ago. IT was opened with the contents as shown here. The 
syrette is empty, having dried up long ago. I left everything as I found it. The previous owner had 
opened everything to see inside.  The image shows the entire contents of the Parachutist’s First Aid Kit 
along with the original instruction tag. It’s amazing that all of that stuff was crammed into such a small 
space. The contents of the kit are as follows: 

 Small rubberized pouch with tie strings for 
securing to helmet, belt or equipment straps 

 Tourniquet for severe wounds where pressure 
dressing will not stop the bleeding 

 Wound tablets, sulfadiazine to be taken for 
severe wounds and prevent infection 

 Morphine syrette to be administered for severe 
pain. Person giving the morphine was to mark an 
“M” on the recipients forehead to alert medical 
personnel that morhine had previously been 
given 

 Small “Carlisle Model” first aid dressing 

 Cardboard tbe with iodine sway in glass 
amouple 

 Instruction sheet for Morphine and tourniquet 

 para_First_Aid  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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The publisher informs me the Thunderbolts are in the mail -- Hurrrraaaayyyy!!! 
 
In reviewing the cost to published the Thunderbolt with 264 people receiving it 
four times a year (quarterly) it is costing the 517th PRCT Association a little 
over $3,000 per year.  Joanne Barrett our recent treasurer and our new 
current treasurer Mimsey Kelly have informed me that the association is not 
receiving many dues or donations.   
 
I am therefore asking our members  (not our troopers or spouses)  if the want 
to continue receiving the Thunderbolt to pay a $30 annual dues or make 
whatever kind of donation they can. Please remember if you have a computer 
you can access the Thunderbolt online at the 517th website 517prct.org.   
 
The 517th PRCT Association is committed to ensuring that all 517th troopers receives the Thunderbolt at 
no cost.  These men have sacrificed so much for us we want to make sure they can stay in touch with 
their association.   
 
So if you can please send dues or donations to:   
 
517 PRCT Association, Inc.  
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly  
19 Oriole Court  
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866  
 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support of the 517th PRCT Association.  Our fathers wanted the 
517th legacy to live forever, and I know we as sons, daughters, nephews, nieces, and friends want to do 
all we can to keep the legacy alive!! 
 
Lory Curtis, 1st Vice President 

 
 

From: https://www.facebook.com/abmcpage 
 
At ABMC commemorative cemeteries around the world, our 
marble headstones are inspected on a regular basis. When a 
headstone is stained or damaged and the existing one 
cannot be repaired, the headstone is replaced. Currently, 
Sicily-Rome American Cemetery is in the process of 
replacing 70 headstones.   

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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Subject: Bob... A discovery at the American Cemetery in Brittany 
 
After the trip to Normandy for the D-Day celebrations, I took a couple of extra days and visited parts of 
Brittany.  On my list of places to visit was the American Cemetery at St James.  In front of the Chapel 
there’s a wall with names of the missing in action - soldiers and airmen.  There are 8 names on each 
panel and there are 62 panels for a total of 496 names.  I was just ambling along reading some names 
and noting units, branch of service, etc., and this panel (photo 0615) jumped out at me.   
 
Maybe you know about PVT Gruwell and have records of his death and disappearance.  If not, there 
may be family members of the 517 who’d like to know about this cemetery and his name among the 
missing in action.   
 
Earl  Tingle 

 

  
 

  
 

 
Hi Earl,  That is quite amazing that you ran across Pvt. Gruwell’s MIA plaque.  I only found out about this 
a year ago.  Gruwell was KIA on August 15, 1944 but the body went missing, so he was never officially 
on the 517th’s KIA list.   
 
Here is the story from a year ago:  http://517prct.org/mailcall/2161.pdf 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://517prct.org/mailcall/2161.pdf


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2219  Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 9 of 17 

 

 

 
70e anniversaire du débarquement de Provence - 70th anniversary of the Provence landing 

 

 
 

See:  https://www.facebook.com/events/246786602142946/ 
 

Hello all, following preparation of the program 
of commemorations of the Provence landings, 
we have the pleasures that the program on 
August 15, 1944 ceremonies (from 13 to 16, 
including) will be unveiled in the coming days, 
this will affect the region around Draguignan 
and parachuting areas!  
 
Photo: Parachutist of the 517th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, a few hours before 
boarding the aircraft for operation Dragoon. 
August 14, 1944. 

 
 
 

 
 
I found this story on the web, from a an American who was on a tour of Europe in 2009, and happened to 
show up in Le Muy for the August liberation events.  Same time I was there with my Dad and the 517th.  
The tour guide, Andre,  was a WW2 paratrooper, but it doesn’t mention which unit.  I am surprised that 
we ddi not meet up with Andre and friends during these events.  For those who are thinking of going in 
August, this is a good overview and photos of the Le Muy events in 2009. 
 
http://chadzilla.com/site/travelog/article/le_muy_-_wwii_liberation 
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Found this Operation Dragoon intelligence map at:  http://liberationtrilogy.com/books/guns-at-last-
light/historical-photos/historical-photos-not-in-the-guns-at-last-light/ 
 

 
 
 
Also this photo 
 
“American paratroopers after jumping into 
southern France near Le Muy in Operation 
DRAGOON, Aug. 15, 1944.” 
 
Can anyone identify what unit these paratroopers 
were with? 
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70th Anniversary of the Allied Landings in the South of France, The Forgotten Campaign 
http://www.french-news-
online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#axzz34oO
DKAsE 
As the world remembers the great sacrifices of 
those who perished in two appalling World 
Wars, Anita Rieu-Sicart draws attention to 
an overlooked commemoration, that of 
Operation Dragoon- the Allied landings in the 
South of France. 

Var D-Day map showing the landings in the 
south of France (Credit: Var Village Voice) 

Read more: http://www.french-news-
online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#ixzz352tST
MY8  

Administrivia 
 

 If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t. If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

Army Life, as told by PFC William B. Houston (Part 8) 

 
Another chapter from William Houston’s biography is on the following pages.   
 
This chapter covers “Life in the Maritime Alps”.   
 
Next week:  “Soissons” 

  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#axzz34oODKAsE
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#axzz34oODKAsE
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#axzz34oODKAsE
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#ixzz352tSTMY8
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#ixzz352tSTMY8
http://www.french-news-online.com/wordpress/?p=35918#ixzz352tSTMY8
http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/
mailto:MailCall@517prct.org













