
517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2288    Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 1 of 5 

 

 

 

MailCall No. 2288 

September 8, 2015 
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MailCall News 
 

 
I am happy to share that Leo Dean is back on US soil!  He arrived last night and proceeded to Albany, 
where he is awaiting a bed in a rehab facility to work the leg he broke last month. 
 
So many of our French friends visited Leo in the hospital, including the Thompson family of La Motte 
(Felicia, Graham, and little Iona), friends from Ste. Cezaire Elisabeth and Jean Marc Atlan, as well as 
Guy Tassin and Louis Limonet, friends from Sospel Patou and Roland Orengo, and Bertrand 
Prudhonne of Salernes.  Re-enactors Jonathan and his wife, Fred Hermann and Adrian Soldi visited, 
drawing lots of looks in their WWII clothing.  There are probably more that I don't even know 
about.  David Fouan visited frequently, bringing eclairs and English-language newspapers. But no one 
did more than the longtime friend to the 517, Eric Renoux.  Eric helped us at the hospital, called the 
doctors and the nurses daily, visited as much as possible, and even met with the nurse who arrived to 
escort Leo on his trip home.  He and his wife Laurence did more than humanly possible for Leo and for 
me during my stay with them.   
 
Times like these really show us the goodness of people.  A new friend had me for several nights in her 
home.  The Consul General, Monique Casada, put me in touch with her special assistant for citizen 
services; they offered to help with translation if necessary, as well as anything else Leo might have 
needed.  The staff at the boulangerie would ask about Leo's progress as I bought his daily eclairs.  A 
waiter, remembering Allan and Leo from two weeks prior, gave me a break on the bill.  Stefane, a friend 
of Eric's, accompanied me for a day and literally didn't leave my side.  Leo's doctor treated me as family, 
making sure to spend time with me as well.  Friends and family were encouraging despite the distance, 
messaging and emailing.  There were acts of kindness, large and small, every day.  Every one was 
appreciated.   
 
This was a trip different from all the others, to be sure.  But it was one that showed us again, in a 
different way, the strength of the friendship between the United States and France.  That friendship isn't 
just about policies and politics; it's about friendships between our citizens.  Thank you to all our friends 
in France.  Once again, I was shown the strength of this historic relationship.    
 
Welcome home, Leo!!  Glad you are back on US terra firma! 
 
Claire Johnson Giblin 
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Claire, 
 
Thank you for keeping me posted on Leo's progress and return home.  You did a phenomenal job with 
managing his care As a caregiver, I empathize with the amount of details that must be attended to and 
the stress.  Most importantly I thank you for staying with Leo in France and in the true spirit of the 
517PRCT “leaving no man behind” 
 
high regards 
 
Joanne Barrett 

 
 
Claire: thank you for the good news and the inspiring and up lifting message. I ditto Joanne's email--you 
were outstanding and God bless all of our fabulous French friends. 
 
Pat Seitz 

 
 

Another amazing Mail Call.  Thanks for your efforts.  Sorry to hear about Leo Dean's accident.  Hope he 
has a quick and full recovery. 
 
John Krumm 

 
 
 I first read Niia  Gott’s piece regarding Corporal Voytek  with interest, enjoyment and amazement at the 
ingenuity of soldiers. However, I was awestruck watching the interview with Captain Jerry Yellin.   Thank 
you to Niia  for finding the interview and sharing it with you so that the rest of the 517th family could see 
it.  What a stellar representative of the greatest generation. He is an inspiration to all of us of 
humble self-sacrifice for the common good and may each of us re-dedicate our efforts to 
promote  peace and justice in this world.   Thank you to you and Nila.   
 
Pat Seitz 
 

 
 
 
 
Since my mother passed away in April my brother in California has been organizing things he knew I 
would like to have.  Attached is a letter from the 517th about the reunion in New Orleans in 1973.  I 
thought everyone would like to read it, since we just had our National Reunion there in June. 
  
Lory Curtis 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt (Winter 2014) www.517prct.org/archives 
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