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MailCall No. 2290 

September 20, 2015 
 

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment  

460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion  

596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company 

 

MailCall News 
 

Visiting Leo! Looking great! 

Claire 

 
 

 
Bob -- enjoyed this Mail Call, great pictures of President Allan and fabulous news about Leo.  He is just 
amazing.   
 
Pat Seitz 
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Bob, thanks for looking into this for me. My dad sent me photos of a shadow box my grandfather had 
made. I've included them here. Let me know what you think.  Thanks :) 
 
ChesterLesko 
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Hi David, 
I also want you to be aware that we often hear from family members who are not quite sure where their 
relative served, and it can often happen that it is misinterpreted.  When soldiers tell their families that 
they parachuted into France, or were part of the D-Day invasion, others often assume that means 
Normandy.  But every invasion day is referred to as D-Day.  I cannot say whether or not this is the case 
for your grandfather. 
 
I will forward you a note from Jean-Loup Gassend attesting the same.  Jean-Loup has been researching 
and writing WWII history in France for many years. 
 
I can’t quite read the number on the shoulder patch.  It does look like he wore both a 101st badge and 
the streamer of a parachute infantry regiment.  He could very well have been in both.  The 506th PIR for 
one was part of the 101st. 
 
Regards, 
Bob Barrett 

 
 
Regarding the questions of David W Lesko about why his grandfather would have lied about being in 
Normandy. What frequently happens is that veterans said they had been on the invasion of France, so 
family members later ASSUMED they had been in Normandy, when the veterans were in fact talking 
about southern France. 
 
Several of the families of KIA soldiers from Operation Dragoon that I contacted informed me that their 
relative had been killed in Normandy, shot on the beach in Normandy, shot while jumoing into Normandy 
(when the guy in fact died at Col de Braus). 
 
So the question is where does the veterans story end, and where do the assumptions and 
misinterpretations of relatives begin? 
 
 Jean-Loup Gassend 

 
 
Re: Replacement medals 
 
does anyone know how to get replacement medals for the family?  I don't think I have them all, is there 
any way to check?? 
thank you, 
Juliana Stonis 
Daughter of John Stonis, H Company  http://www.517prct.org/photos/stonis.htm 
 

  
I found this letter attached to the September 1973 Thunderbolt of my Dad's.  This letter outlines the 
details of the trip to France for the 30th Anniversary of the jump into Southern France, August 15, 
1974.  I thought folks would enjoy reading it especially Claire, Allan, and Leo.   
Enjoy 
Lory Curtis    
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Appreciate help getting this through. I lost contact with Howard after last email Flag Day 2014 and sadly 
now know why. Haven't been able to connect and thought This was a reasonable "shot" 
 
Thanks 
 
Les Fenton son of Sgt Frank E Fenton HQ Co 3rd Bat

 
 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Leslie Fenton  
Date: September 20, 2015 at 3:40:54 PM EDT 
To: "hhensleigh@earthlink.net"  
Subject: From a Friend 

To Family of Lt Howard Hensleigh 
From: Sgt Frank E Fenton, HQ Co 3rd Bat (Son) 
 
Your Dad & I Communicated by email since 2002 following your Dad's kind support of my Dad during his 
last few months 2002-2003. My Dad & I greatly appreciated his emails and phone calls during that time 
& following until Flag Day of 2014. When my subsequent emails went unanswered initially I hoped it was 
a technical issue but now realize he's joined his old team mates. I learned a lot about my Dad, Your Dad 
& myself during those conversations & will miss those conversations a great deal. 
 
When I think of all of those guys I see Tommy Lee Jones and Robert Duvall  in Lonesome Dove & hear 
"Well Woodrow; It was one Hell of a party wasn't it?";  and the answer "Yes Sir, It Was" 
 
God Bless, Be Safe, All my Best as We get to continue to Enjoy the Party! 
Your Dad Was / Is Special to Many. 
 
Leslie H Fenton MD, PhD FACP 
PO Box 749  
Ripley NY 14775 
 

 
 
Can someone send me Nancy Hensleigh’s email or forward this message to her? – BB 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt (Winter 2014) www.517prct.org/archives 
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