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MailCall No. 2291 

September 27, 2015 
 

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment  

460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion  

596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company 

 

71 Years Ago in 517
th

 History 
 

 
A squad of the D Company, 517th PIR prior to be in action in Col de Braus area | September 1944 

 
 

Notice the grenade launchers loaded and ready to go. 
From https://www.facebook.com/FirstAirborneTaskForceTheForgottenFront 

 
Quiz:  Can you identify the person in the green insert picture used on FATF’s Facebook pages? 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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In Memorium – Bill Brannan, A Company 
 

 
Hello…I wanted to let you know that Bill Wayland Brannan passed away on July 16th three days after 
his 92 d birthday. He was a proud member of Combat team A Company.  Was he the last survivor of 
Company A?  
 
Marian Brannan 

 
 

William W. Brannan 
 
William W. Brannan (Bill) passed away peacefully on Thursday, July 16, 2015, at 
the age of 92. 
 
Bill exemplified a life of passion coupled with humility and love for his family, friend 
and stranger. He believed in helping his fellow man even at a personal sacrifice. 
His was a life of service, which included fighting for his country as a paratrooper in 
the 517th Regimental Combat Team in WWII, where he jumped in Southern 

France and fought in "The Bulge." He was awarded the Purple Heart and Bronze Star. 
 
Bill was also dedicated to helping the underprivileged and giving of his time and resources with different 
organizations. He was a man of faith and was dedicated to his family and church. 
 
He is survived by his wife, Marian, of 64 years; seven children, Carol Sullivan (Mark), John (Holly), Ann 
Elias (Marc), Tom (Liezel), James (Terri), Paul (Annelisa), and Kathy Brown (Lance); 12 grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.  
 
A rosary will be held on Friday, July 31, 2015, at 7 p.m. at Chapel by the Sea in Fort Bragg. A funeral 
mass will be held on Saturday, Aug. 1, at 10 a.m. at St. Anthony's Catholic Church in Mendocino. A 
reception will immediately follow at The Woods Clubhouse in Little River, 43300 Little River Airport 
Road, Little River, CA. 
 
The Price of Excellence:  
"The things that you do, that you don't have to do, and you do them with intelligence and vigor, will 
determine what you are long after it is too late to do anything about it."  
-- Words adopted by William W. Brannan  

Published in The Mendocino Beacon on July 30, 2015 

 
 
I am pretty sure that we still have at least three A Company troopers left:  Chet 
Kochersperger, Gene J. (Zoot) Snyder, and Melvin Trenary.  Please let me know if I 
missed anyone else. – BB

 
 
On the following pages is a story from Bill Brannan which was included in Col John 
Roush’s book World War II Reminiscences.  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?index=books&linkCode=qs&keywords=9781479739974
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MailCall News 
 

 
RE:  Chester Ogorek – 101st or 517th 
 
Thank you for the response and for forwarding me the other email Bob.  The inconsistencies really 
threw me off.  My grandfather has been gone for over 20 years. I really wish I had taken the time to talk 
to him more when he was alive but I was a kid and he was very reluctant to speak about the war. I do 
remember the stories he told when I could get him going and they've really stuck with me.  I spoke to my 
mom this weekend and she said he was in the hospital for almost a year due to his injuries and he had 
severe PTSD during that time.  I realize that things can get twisted over the years and stories can 
become altered but the one consistency was the 101st.  That was a certainty and was always 
consistent.  When I finally got the discharge paperwork and it said 517 I didn't understand.  I started 
trying to figure it out and then I found the shadow box, which I hadn't seen in ages, and there it was, the 
101st patch. That helped answer some of my questions.  That patch doesn't lie, he was in the 101st, at 
least for a portion of the war. I used a magnifying glass and the rocker says "501 Parachute Inf."  He 
also mentioned being in Italy before Normandy, I'm wondering if he somehow transferred units. I'll 
probably never really know. I just find it fascinating.  The other things I don't understand is that it says he 
was injured in October. He always said it was in December.  Also, if he was injured in October how did 
he fight in the Rhineland, which is one of the combat areas listed in the discharge paperwork.  He also 
has three stars on his theater ribbon.  Wish I knew for sure because I'd love to read the right 
histories.  I'm a cop and I love a good case to solve.  I've made progress but I'm still a bit stumped :). My 
grandmother is still alive. I'm going to interview her and see what she remembers.  Thanks a ton! 
 
Dave 

 
 
Not sure if I already sent this, but the 501st was also part of the 101st Airborne.   
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/501st_Infantry_Regiment_(United_States) 
 
Most fighting in Germany was not until into 1945.  And after the war ended, many troops went to 
Germany during occupation (or went home if they had enough points.) 
 
That still doesn’t explain only the 517th on the discharge, but I would guess that he was transferred at 
some point.   
 
Bob B. 

 
 
What a great picture of Leo!  Enjoyed Lory's "antique" 1974 letter to the members of the 517th about the 
30th reunion.  Made me chuckle to see the reference to the Eurail Pass as it reminded me of the days 
when one could travel in Europe on $5 a day!  
 
Pat Seitz  
 

 
 
 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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I couldn’t dance like this when I was 19 let alone now that I’m 91!!!  Will some of you vets take a close 
look at the girls, and see if this is the same Trio that entertained us in Kissimmee year before last? 
 
Phil McSpadden 
 
 
 
 

WWII Veteran Boogies His Heart Out While Stuck At The Airport 

 

During a layover at the Ronald Reagan Washington National 

Airport, a World War II veteran passed the time and entertained 

passengers with a sudden display of dancing! 

A group of veterans were awaiting their Honor Flight home, 

when three women began singing The Andrews Sisters’s 

“Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy.” 

Encouraged by the lyrics “he started to dance” the sprightly old 

man jumps out of the crowd and starts to boogie. When 

someone offers him a walking cane he rejects it and instead, 

shows off some serious dance moves. His energy and 

enthusiasm gets the crowd of other vets joining in on the fun! 

Honor Flights provide free flights to veterans who served in 

WWII, Korea and Vietnam by flying them to see the war 

memorials in Washington, DC built in their honor. It’s wonderful 

to see these brave veterans enjoying life in the moment after 

what must have been an emotional visit! 

 

See: http://www.reshareworthy.com/old-man-boogies-at-airport/#wUvikmuaEvxDfzD2.99 

 
  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
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In Memorium – Ernest A. Olson, B Company 
 

 
We had a Thunderbolt returned to us, so I tracked this down: 

 
 
Ernest A. Olson, age 87, of Watertown, SD, passed away on Wednesday, 
September 28, 2011 at Jenkins Living Center in Watertown. Funeral services 
will be at 10:30 a.m., on Monday, October 3, 2011 at the First Congregational 
United Church of Christ in Watertown with the Reverend Steven Bailey 
officiating, and Reverend Terry Drew of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Castlewood officiating. Music will be furnished by Bruce Reinhardt, pianist and 
Kathy Allwin, soloist. Interment will be in Mt. Hope Cemetery, Watertown, SD. 
Military honors will be conducted by Codington County Post 17 of the 
American Legion and Frank H. Adams Post 750 of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars in Watertown. Pallbearers will be Abby Kucera, Michael Olson, Kelly 
Woldt, David Olson, Mark Olson and Daniel Olson. 
 
 Ernest Alfred Olson was born on February 22, 1924 to Alfred and Lena 

(Nielsen) Olson in rural Arlington, South Dakota. He was raised on the farm and attended country school 
near home. After he graduated from Bruce High School, Ernie was drafted into the United States 
Army. He served from 1943-1946 during World War II and was proud to have served in the 
Airborne Unit, Company B, 517th Regiment Combat Team in Europe. Ernie received the African-
Middle Eastern Theater Ribbon, Good Conduct medal and Bronze Arrowhead.  
 
 On June 11, 1951 he married Phyllis Ching in rural Castlewood, South Dakota. They made their home 
in Brookings, SD where Ernie was manager for Sears. In 1967 the couple moved to Watertown. Phyllis 
Olson passed away on January 23, 1999.  
 
 On October 19, 2000 he married Marilyn Buckley. 
 
 Ernie was a member of the Elks Club, American Legion, Lifetime member of the VFW, and was a 
Veteran Hospital volunteer for VA members.   He enjoyed golfing, traveling, remodeling homes he had 
lived in, and repairing automobiles.  
 
 He was preceded in death by his parents; his wife of 48 years, Phyllis; his second wife, Lillian; and four 
brothers, Roger and Orville Olson, George and James Brunick; and two sisters, Bernice Lodahl and 
Jeanette Ching. 
 
 Ernie is survived by his wife, Marilyn; his children, James and his wife Diane of Wyoming, MN, Gary 
and his wife, Cindy and Steve and his wife, Jane all of Watertown, SD, Sandra and her husband, Lenny 
Evangelisto of Aberdeen, SD; his stepchildren, Gene Buckley Jr. and his wife, Deb of Brookings, SD, 
Cindy Bass and her husband, Larry of Littleton, CO, Patty Tschetter and her husband, Joe and Paul 
Buckley and his wife, Joyce all of Brookings, SD, Jim Buckley of Sioux Falls, SD; one sister, Inez 
(James) Jacobs of Columbus, NJ; a sister-in-law, Lou Olson of Wilmar, MN; 11 grandchildren; 10 great 
grandchildren; and numerous step grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt (Winter 2014) www.517prct.org/archives 
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