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MailCall No. 2301 

December 6, 2015 
 

517th Parachute Infantry Regiment  

460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion  

596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company 
 

 

MailCall News 
 

 
RE: Still with you 
 
BEN: William H. Smith, 2nd Hdqrs, 517. Still alive. Still doing calisthenics every morning just like at 
Toccoa. Part of what keeps me going without a cane at 90. Thanks for the great work you do for us. 
 
William H. Smith 
 

 
 
 
Thank you again for a great Mail Call.  You keep on keeping us together, and it is a true gift. 
 
It makes it even harder to announce that, with a heavy heart, we must cancel plans for the Kissimmee 
reunion.  This is hard, and it's hard even to type it.  However, we have had only limited interest - the 
Ross family, Phil McSpadden, and of course Allan Johnson and Leo Dean.  My best guess is that 
we'd have maybe ten people.   
 
Hosting the reunion means airline travel, car rental and hotel - and we want all to know as soon as 
possible that those expenses shouldn't be incurred this year.  Neither Helen Beddow nor I live in the 
Kissimmee area, making it even more difficult.   
 
We had so much fun in New Orleans, and I really wish we could contemplate another national reunion in 
that vein while our troopers are able to attend.  I will never forget hearing about the Supreme Court gay 
marriage decision on Bourbon Street with our guys.   
 
I suppose that this cancellation makes the Palm Springs reunion the next National Reunion, for now. 
 
Onward!  Airborne all the way.   
 
Claire Giblin 
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dear friends,  
 
We are so sorry when we read about all those terrorist shooting in US and all these lives that were taken 
away. 
 
Let us help each other to fight against the fanaticism. 
kisses and hugs from Sospel, France 
 
Patricia et Roland Orengo 
 

 
 
Merry Christmas and thank you to all you guys who have served and can relate to this video.  I have 
been on a welcoming group to "Honor Flight Veterans" who come  to the WW II Memorial and the other 
War Memorials  here in D.C. and saw the raw emotion of those living Vets being recognized for their 
service. This video shows the respect given to those who come home in a different situation..  
  
Frank Ramos 

 
 
Subject: Angel Flight - Bringing Home Fallen Heroes 
  
Can't forget 
If you’re an American you’re honor-bound to watch this. I promise you, you won’t regret it.  
One reason it is called ‘Angel’, is when the plane releases its decoy flares, as is shown in several of the 
pictures, it creates an Angel shape in the smoke    
  
This is beautiful. God bless the Veterans! 
      
Click here:  Angel Flight 
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Sometimes ago my son and I have adopted the grave of these 2 paratroopers buried in the Henri-
Chapelle american cemetery in Belgium. 
 
After some researches, my son has found a picture of Mertz [PFC Mertz Lampella, H Company KIA 
Jan 13, 1945 near Stavelot) on Google. I help him and we are now in contact with Mertz's little nieces 
and nephews in the USA.   We have received some pics of Mertz and some copies of the letters he 
wrote to his family during the war but not a story. 
 
We are now members of the LAMPELLA family  and we are proud of if.    
 
I have begun to write the story of Mertz so I try to have the most information I can. 
 
I have bought books, read a lot of things about the 517th 
 
I have begun to make some researches about John CASSELMAN ( 2nd bat  E company)  \but don't 
find  a lot of things ( no picture or story). 
 
Could you help me to have more information about these 2 paratroopers ? 
 
 
Thank you for your helps 
 
Claude KALBUSCH 
rue Paul d'Andrimont 128 
4630 SOUMAGNE 

 
 

Lt. John W. Casselman was awarded a bronze star (posthumously): 
 

 
 
From:  http://517prct.org/documents/1945_april_30_bronze_stars2.pdf  
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I may be able to help with Kelly's question. My uncle ,Thomas Leon Rea, was also killed on Feb. 9th 
1945 and my research found that he was killed by a German 88 that hit the building that he and maybe 
others were residing. I was born in 1947 and it has been my honor to carry his name since then.  
 
Thomas L Rea 

 
 
Here are some pages from the Sept 1973 Thunderbolt my Dad had 
 
Lory Curtis
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 

Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2015 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
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