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From: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victory_in_Europe_Day  
 
Victory in Europe Day, generally known as V-E Day, VE Day or simply V Day, was the public holiday 
celebrated on 8 May 1945 to mark the formal acceptance by the Allies of World War II of Nazi 

Germany's unconditional surrender of 
its armed forces. It thus marked the 
end of World War II in Europe. 
 
The term VE Day existed as early as 
September 1944, in anticipation of 
victory. On 30 April 1945, Adolf Hitler, 
the Nazi leader, committed suicide 
during the Battle of Berlin. Germany's 
surrender, therefore, was authorised 
by his successor, Reichspräsident Karl 
Dönitz. The administration headed by 
Dönitz was known as the Flensburg 
Government. The act of military 
surrender was signed on 7 May in 
Reims, France and on 8 May in Berlin, 
Germany. 
 
Upon the defeat of Germany, 
celebrations erupted throughout the 

world. From Moscow to Los Angeles, people celebrated. 
 
In the United Kingdom, more than one million people celebrated in the streets to mark the end of the 
European part of the war. In London, crowds massed in Trafalgar Square and up the Mall to 
Buckingham Palace, where King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, 
accompanied by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, appeared on 
the balcony of the palace before the cheering crowds. Princess 
Elizabeth (the future Queen Elizabeth II) and her sister Princess 
Margaret were allowed to wander incognito among the crowds and 
take part in the celebrations. 
 
In the United States, the victory happened on President Harry 
Truman's 61st birthday. He dedicated the victory to the memory of 
his predecessor, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had died of a cerebral 
hemorrhage less than a month earlier, on the 12th of April. Flags 
remained at half-staff for the remainder of the 30-day mourning 
period. Truman said of dedicating the victory to Roosevelt's 
memory and keeping the flags at half-staff that his only wish was 
"that Franklin D. Roosevelt had lived to witness this day." Later 
that day, Truman said that the victory made it his most enjoyable 
birthday. 
 
Massive celebrations also took place in Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Miami and especially in New York's Times Square. 
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MailCall News 
 

RE:  Robert R. Gruwell (KIA) 

Mr. Barrett: 

As you may recall, I contacted you some time ago 
concerning Gruwell as a future research/exhibit subject at the 
USAHEC.  You had me contact Jean-Loup Gassend and he 
sent me his picture that he, Jean-Loup, got from Gruwell's 
sister.  I have since gotten Jean-Loup's book, "Autopsy of a 
Battle," and am reading it.  I noticed on Gruwell's portrait 
photo he is wearing the shoulder insignia of the 11th 
Airborne. This would make sense as the 11th went to the 
Pacific Theater and Gruwell was from Los Angeles. But, it 
has me wondering how Gruwell became a member of the 
517PIR.  I sent an email to the 11th Airborne Association 
asking if any survivors there remember Gruwell or if there is 
any documentation concerning him. They will put my request 
in their newsletter, but not until June.  I hope to find a way to 
access Gruwell's records through NARA, for an explanation, 
but that may be a long shot.  Jean-Loup also told me that he 
understands there has been a party in France attempting to 
locate Gruwell's grave.  I don't have any other details as yet. I 
have to email Jean-Loup for more photos and additional information.  According to a German sailor 
survivor, Otto Hessert, who was on the bus that was attacked, the bus contained sick and wounded, but 
some had weapons.  One of the young Germans got nervous and began firing, thus setting off the 
events that led to Gruewll's death.  Take a look at pages 107-110 of the book. I have all of Clark 
Archer’s documents as he sent them to USAHEC.  If I get any information, I will see that you get it as 
well.  

One other most important thing for you and your members. You are aware of the World War II Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. I presume.  The web site is: www.wwiimemorial.com. In the upper left, click  on 
"WWII Registry."  That will take you to the "unofficial" World War II Registry. On it a WWII Veteran, or a 
family member can create a free account and register the service of any WWII veteran. BUT, you can 
also register the service of any civilian who worked in support of the war effort on the Registry. For 
example, I registered my mother, Mary Figueiredo, on the site.  She sewed bindings for uniforms and 
then became an electrician's helper at the New York Ship Building Company yards in Camden, NJ. I 
was also able to get he records through NARA. It would be a good project for family members of those 
veterans who have passed away. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Figueiredo 

P.S. I am sure Jean-Loup will give permission for you to place Gruwell's portrait and story on your web 
site. 
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Attached is a photograph of Colonel Graves' staff car taken in Germany in 1944.  I had it scanned and 
am sending it to your association as a thank you for your service to our country and as a thank you from 
me.  I am sending it as a Zip File and in Word so you can use whichever is easier for you.  Please credit 
the Military History Institute, Carlisle PA, Rupert D. Graves photograph collection.  Colonel 
Graves' papers are also at AHEC and I will take a look at them as well as some archived material 
concerning the 517th. 

Also, see the below email request. 

Sincerely and with the greatest respect, 

Joe Figueiredo 
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From: Joe Figueiredo  
To: webmaster@517prct.org 
Date: April 21, 2017 at 12:40 PM 
Subject: Permission to use photograph. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My name is Joe Figueiredo and I have been researching the death and burial in an unknown grave of 
Pvt. Robert R. Gruwell of Company G of the 517 PIR, for use in a possible exhibit in the Soldier 
Experience Gallery at the U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle, PA.  

I would like to submit for consideration by Army officials a photograph found on your site submitted by 
Ms. Shelly Azeff taken by her father, Lt. Warren Caufield. The photograph is number 60 and is of two 
wrecked German vehicles which as I understand it is the location at which Pvt. Gruwell met his death. 
The photograph was also used by Jean-Loup Gassend in his "Autopsy of a Battle." It was he who 
advised me to ask Ms. Azell for permission to use the photograph. Therefore, would you please forward 
this email to Ms. Azell for me? 

I find the story of Pvt. Gruwell very compelling in that he was apparently accidentally killed by his own 
hand grenade, but then the location his grave has been unknown for all these years. I can only imagine 
his family's grief upon being notified of his death and then to be notified that his remains have been lost. 
Should Army officials decide to use his story as a part of the Soldier Experience Gallery, a process 
which may take about three years, I believe visitors will better appreciate the many sacrifices made by 
our Veterans and that not all are accounted for. 

Thank you for your service and your kindness to me in all my requests. 

Joe Figueiredo

 

 “Photo 60 – “Something Happened at Crossraods”  
from:    
http://www.517prct.org/phot
os/warren_caulfield_2/warr
en_caulfield2.htm 
 
 
 
“60 something happened at 
the crossroad” 
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Sorry for the delays in getting this MailCall out.  
I was traveling for business in the UK and tied 
up at work. -- BB 
 
While driving to Cambridgeshire, we happened 
to pass the Cambridge American Cemetery, 
one of the 26 permanent American cemeteries 
located in 19 Countries that are maintained by 
the American Battle Monuments Commission.  
I have been to the ABMC cemeteries in France 
and Belgium, but never realized that there 
were two in England as well. 
 
I had to stop and take a couple of pictures.  
Like all the ABMC locations, it is a beautiful 
site, always well maintained.   
 

Our driver, a Brit, made note that most countries, including England, do not have such memorial parks 
for their veterans. 
 

The Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial site in England, 30.5 acres in total, was donated by the 

University of Cambridge. It lies on a slope with the west and south sides framed by woodland. The cemetery 

contains the remains of 3,812 of our military dead; 5,127 names are recorded on the Tablets of the Missing. 

Rosettes mark the names of those since recovered and identified. Most died in the Battle of the Atlantic or in 

the strategic air bombardment of northwest Europe. 

 

From the flagpole platform near the main entrance, the great mall with its reflecting pools stretches eastward. It 

is from the mall that the wide, sweeping curve of the burial area across the lawn is best appreciated. Along the 

south side are the Tablets of the Missing, and at the far end is the memorial with a chapel, two huge military 

maps, stained glass windows bearing the state seals and military decorations, and a mosaic ceiling memorial 

honoring the dead of our air forces. 

 
 
 
 
Meanwhile, back in the States, here is a recent photo of my 
grandson, Crew (15 months old) climbing on an M4 Sherman tank at 
the General George S. Patton Memorial Park in Hamilton MA.   
 
Hamilton MA was the adopted home of General Patton and his wife. 
 
Some say this M4 tank actually fought in Patton’s Third Army. 
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Found on Facebook; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bob:   Happy Easter.  I'm getting caught up on my Mail Calls.*  Was in trial for several weeks, so they 
stacked up.  Also we just returned from Kansas yesterday.  We had been in Kansas for three events 
honoring Dad.  The first event on Wednesday was the formal dedication of his papers at Kansas State 
University’s library’s special collection.  On Thursday, the elementary school named after him, posted a 
birthday celebration complete with the General's mounted honor guard performing extraordinary feats of 
horsemanship.  Friday afternoon we have the dedication of the new veterans administration clinic for 
eastern Kansas in Dad's name.  Senator Moran spoke and Congressman Marshall and General Frank, 
Fort Riley's Big Red One commander, honored the extended Seitz clan by their presence.  It was a 
moving day. 
 
Pat Seitz 

 
 
Dear Bob:  this has been a feast to catch up on Mail Calls. And how nice of Kenton Floyd Immerfall, 
nephew of Floyd A. Stott, 1st Lt., Co. "I", 3rd Bat., 517th PRCT, to remember Dad's birthday.  We 
belatedly yet wonderfully  celebrated it  at the elementary school named in his honor at Fort Riley. He 
loved the students and teachers at that school and was a frequent visitor, reading to the kids. 
 
Pat Seitz 
 

 
 
From: https://www.facebook.com/WW2ABHistoricalCo/ 

Thanks to the 33rd Signal Construction Battalion Reenactors, we have the Continental Telephone 
Directory, European Theater of Operations from May 20 1945. 

Here we have the code names for 517th PIR ("DRAGONET"), 460th PFAB ("DECCA"), and 596th AEC 
("CISCO"). Note that "CISCO" is code name for "586th Engr A/B Co" on the document. Most likely an 
error as no 586th Engineer Airborne Company or AEC existed during World War II. 
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Administrivia 
 

 

If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 
Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2016 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
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