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517th Parachute Infantry Regiment  

460th Parachute Field Artillery Battalion  

596th Parachute Combat Engineer Company 
 

 

MailCall News 
 

 

Camp Toccoa at Currahee, Inc. 
· June 30 at 11:25am ·  

As we celebrate our nation’s birthday next week, Camp 

Toccoa at Currahee would also like to celebrate some very 

large donations to the rebuilding efforts of the Camp.  

 First, we would like to thank the 517th Parachute 

Regiment Combat Team Association for their 

outstanding donation. We can assure you it will be put to 

good use. 

 Second, we would like to thank the Harbin Family 

Foundation for donating the funds to purchase the building 

materials for the first barracks to be built at the Camp. The 

Harbin Family Foundation, along with Harbin Lumber 

Company out of Lavonia, Ga., together were major 

contributors to the Pavilion Project in 2016. 

 Again, we say thank you to Roesch Construction. Matt 

Roesch and his crew built the pavilion and have volunteered 

their services to build the first barracks for us, with a lot of 

help from volunteers. Our plan is to have the foundations in 

place, building materials on site and a well thought out plan 

on how to build it in one week. It should be interesting. 

 The pavilion now has a ceiling installed and the lights back 

up. The D-Day Banquet was held there on June 2nd and was 

a big hit with everyone that attended. Please stop by and visit 

us some time.  

 We are working on trying to get volunteers signed up for having the Camp open on Saturdays from 10:00am to 

4:00pm and Sundays from 1:00pm to 5:00pm. Our thought was to split up the times, Saturdays 3 hour shifts and 

on Sundays 2 hour shifts. Anyone interested in learning the Camp Toccoa Story and passing it on to our visitors. 

Please contact Brenda Carlan at the Museum, phone number is 706-282-5055. 

 Happy Birthday America!  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org
https://www.facebook.com/CampToccoaAtCurrahee/?hc_ref=PAGES_TIMELINE&fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/CampToccoaAtCurrahee/photos/a.342833672455559.78422.342789049126688/1591857884219792/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/CampToccoaAtCurrahee/photos/a.342833672455559.78422.342789049126688/1591857884219792/?type=3
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Pictures of the recent West Coast 
mini-Reunion in Oregon, from Karen 
Frice Wallace 
 
We had a great week, started with 
fundraiser dinner, bagpipes, a 
flyover, dance and auction at our 
place (my riding arena) with 300 + 
attendees.  Raised over 20,000.00 
for a local veterans group for hospice 
and end of life care.  Our men were 
guest of honor and had a wonderful 
time. Many thanks (again to Wade 
Gilbert) for his support of the 
veterans.  
 
We then went to historical Mt Hood 
for a night’s stay and sightseeing.  
On the way back we ventured to 
Erickson Air Museum and saw many WW 2 planes.  We also toured a special WW 2 display at the High 
Desert Museum.  Sat and enjoyed the company of each other the view of the 3 sisters and BBQ at our 
ranch a few nights.  
 
It was a wonderful time with special people, again! 
Planning for next year, God willing as Bill Christian always said. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Wayne and Karen Wallace (Frice) 

 

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2361 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 3 of 11 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

mailto:MailCall@517prct.org


517
th

 Parachute Regimental Combat Team 
 

 

 MailCall # 2361 Send news to MailCall@517prct.org Page 4 of 11 

 

Pvt. Robert Gruwell in the 511th PIR 
Yearbook 1943 

I received information from Leo 
Kocher, Secretary/Treasurer 
(Emeritus) of the 511th Parachute 
Infantry Regiment Association [11th 
Airborne Division], that Gruwell was 
listed by name and photo in the 511th 
PIR Yearbook - 1943 at Camp McCall, 
1st Battalion, C Company. I found a 
copy of that yearbook at USAHEC 
and scanned the pertinent pages for 
you. From what I was told, he was 
sent to the 517th as a replacement, 
but I do not know if he was transferred 
while the 517th was in the US or in 
Italy. 

Gruwell is in the 8th Column from the left, the 6th photo down. 

Joe Figueiredo 
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RE: Pvt. R. Gruwell Search 
 
You are aware C Battery lost Lt. Harry Moore and PFC Phil Kennamer in the early morning hours of 
August 15, 1944.  They, along with a FFI member, were evidently picked up by French civilians and 
buried.  In time, a monument was built along the road for the three men.  Colette Michel from Le Muy, 
France became interested and decided she wanted to write a story about the three men killed sixty 
years earlier.  Colette had heard Kennamer bunked in my barracks.  In fact, he was in the bunk above 
me.  Correspondence followed and in 2004 a book was published.  I received a copy.  I am mentioned 
but I think it is only an acknowledgement.  Title of the book is Mour en Provence -- le Destin Brise de 
Trois Heros de La Liberation. 
 
She did considerable research before publishing and I wonder if maybe she might have been in contact 
with some people that might have also been involved with Gruwell's disappearance and disposal.  
Rumor was that they were picked up and buried in a church cemetery, 
 
Colftte's address is  
 
722 ch du jas de la paro 
83490 Le Muy 
 
Merle

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello,  I am the daughter of Norm Pohler, 517th D Battery.  
My father passed away in 2009 and is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  I made a copy of the schedule, in his 
own hand, my dad kept in his pocket and updated as he 
moved.  I thought you all might find this of particular interest.  
Thank you for keeping the memories alive.  Sue 
 
 
Sue Pohler  
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Merle McMorrow sent me a pile of old Thunderbolts from the early 200’s. A sample is on the previous  
page, with a picture of Merle, then president of the 517th Association. It will take me a while to scan 
these.  I may need to find a large format scanner. – BB 
 

 
 
At the end of each of Bob Barrett’s MailCalls,  you see the name Miriam Kelly.  She has been 
the guardian of the 517th Association Treasury.  Each year she gets a Blg Bang out of the July 4th 
Weekend, That is because it is her Birthday.   
 

So, Happy Birthday Mimsey and Happy 4th to the rest of you. 
 
This is not "Fake News". 
 
Merle 
 

Administrivia 
 

 
If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

 At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click on the 
unsubscribe link on the email. 

 Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

 If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

 I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I miss 
something, please just send it again. 

 Donations for any programs involving the 517th should be sent to our new Association Treasurer:  Identify the 
purpose of any donation (Annual Donations, In Memory of… etc.) and make all checks payable to: 

517 PRCT Association, Inc. 
c/o Miriam Boyle Kelly   
19 Oriole Court   
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
 

 
 
Website www.517prct.org 

Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 

MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 

2016 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
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