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From Currahee Military Museum https://www.facebook.com/groups/toccoahistory 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Great photo of the numerous barracks once standing at the enormous Camp Toccoa constructed not far 
from Currahee Mountain.  This photo is from 1942. Before these were constructed, the soldiers in 
training were forced to live in tents. Parachute training was a new experiment for the U. S. Military, and it 
was a true honor and something we should forever be proud of, that Stephens County was chosen as 
the location of this Camp.  
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From February 2021  
(not sure if I already included this in a previous MailCall) 
 
Hi Bob 
 
I am featuring the same great parachutists backdrop in my forthcoming book on the 517 which image 
I believe is in the public domain. 
. 
My book begins with the pre-war idea by Gen Billy Mitchell to create a special force combat paratroop 
regiment and how it evolved etc.  Training, creation of the 517, deployment, its role and missions in 
MTO and 2nd DDay ETO etc. 
    
My father, Jerome V. Callahan, started out as Staff Sgt 3rd Bat  Co G. See Mail Call # 2217 
 
My father and Lt Dick Spencer, 3rd, G Co, stayed friends through the rest of their lives.  Dick was the 
cartoonist and map illustrator for the cartoons for and used by the 517 and the booklet on the 
Champaign Campaign which I have an original.  Dick went on to become publisher of Western 
Horseman Magazine. 
 
I also could not resist closing a key chapter in my book with the Kilroy was Here Meme ! 
 
Nancy Carlson 

 
 
May 31, 2021 
 
Attached are a few excerpts in PDF from the New 517 
Book I have been writing for completion in 2021.  
Presently its 206 pages, 46k words. 
 
My father served with the 517.  His photo is on the 
cover...because its a grand full size picture of a 517 
Trooper in uniform...not just a the typical head shot. 
 
I hope to provide book copies to WW II Foundation to 
help raise money for veterans. 
 
Nancy Callahan Carlson 
Laguna Woods, CA 92637 
 
(Daughter of S/Sgt Jerome V. Callahan, Co G.) 
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My Dad (Kenneth Baker Tucker) got a FREE (judio) trip across The Pond to Glasgow, Scotland on the 
Queen Mary. Told me they packed about 5,000 soldiers at a time in her and scooted them across the 
Atlantic. He told me that as they neared the English coastline, the pilot would zigzag the ship at full 
speed to avoid German u-boats (submarines). Guys puking all over the place. When they got to the pier 
in Scotland, the British soldiers gave a hand to each American soldier as they disembarked. Dad said he 
had the utmost RESPECT for how truly professional the British soldiers were. The British soldier that 
grabbed my Dad's hand looked him directly in the eyes and told him, "it's about time you Yanks showed 

up."      

 
My Dad responded to the British soldier, "don't worry, we are here to kick some Nazi a$$!!!" 
 
My Dad NEVER talked about the War until he was on his deathbed. God bless him. 
 
Glenn Tucker 
 
https://www.insidehook.com/daily_brief/travel/soviet-submarine-queen-mary-long-beach  
 

 
 
This is my FAVORITE pic of my Mom and Dad at Grandpa Dr. Mastellari's 
beach house in Santa Clara Beach, Rep. of Panama. 
 
Loved that my Dad (even out at the beach) ALWAYS wore his "nerd pocket 
protector" along with his 3x5 cards to jot down notes. He was a very learned 
man....a good, wholesome man. Not perfect, but a damn good man. 
 
Glenn 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Glenn sent in some more info and photos, which I have added to his Dad’s bio page at:  
https://www.517prct.org/bios/kenneth_baker_tucker/kenneth_baker_tucker.htm -- BB 
 

 
 
Sent July 4, 2021: 
 
Dear friends of America, on this special day, we think of you with affection and we wish you a wondeful 
day – God bless you, God bless America. 
 
Have a nice summer 
 
Arnold and Irma TARGNION and members of CADUSA 
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I have recently completed a book about my father’s time 
as a paratrooper and would like find out how to get a link 
on your site to help promote the book. A draft version is 
attached for your review. Any suggestions you make have 
will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Thanks in advance. 
 
John Hewitt 
 
Son of James McIver Hewitt, 3rd Bn 
 

 
 
John’s book is called Broken Wings – A Brother Left 
Behind and is the story of Sgt James Hewitt. (later 
demoted to Private) of the 502nd, 506th and the 517th PIR.   
He was a trainer of new recruits at Camp Toccoa under 
Col. Robert Sink.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Does the name Jim Hewitt sound familiar?  I’ve 
heard the story many times of “The Mock Tower 
Incident” from Lt. John “Boom Boom” Alicki.  
Jim Hewitt was John’s partner in crime in that 
incident.  John lost touch with Jim after they were 
both injured that incident.  This book answers all 
the questions about Jim Hewitt and his Army 
career.  I’ll include excerpts in the next MailCall. 
 

- BB 
 

 
 
 
Lt. John A, Alicki 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.517prct.org/bios/john_alicki_files/alicki_book/alicki.pdf 
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Hi John, 
 
Just catching up with emails and read your note.  I haven’t read the entire draft yet, but what a story.  I 
was well into it before I realized that your Dad was John “Boom Boom” Alicki’s partner in the infamous 
Mock Tower Incident at Camp Toccoa.    Now, we finally know what happened to Jim Hewitt.   I know 
that all the friends and family of the 517th will be excited to hear Jim Hewitt’s story after all these years. 
 
I will start with a mention of your book in the next MailCall newsletter that I send out periodically to the 
friends of the 517th PRCT.  I’d be happy to mention  the book in future MailCalls and on the website.  I’d 
love to include a couple of excerpts as well in future MailCalls.   
 
Let me know when you’re ready to release the story. 
 
Bob Barrett 
MailCall@517prct.org 
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517th news in the Static Line December 1979 from Loic Jankowiak via 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1472895329686741/ 
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Bob, 
 
I noticed it's been awhile since the last Mail Call.  I hope you're in good health.  Were you able to 
convert my dad's WWII Photo History document from Word to PDF? 
 
Thanks, 
Glenn Helms 

 
 
Hi Glenn.   Just trying to finish up a long overdue MailCall now.   Thanks for the reminder about 
converting your Dad’s bio.  Attached is a pdf version. 
 
I will add it to the photos section of the website soon, although I know you said you are working on a 
whole bio.  I look forward to that as well. 
 
Bob Barrett

 
 
A few sample pictures of Ray Helms and friends: 
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November 9, 2019  -  Fremont News Messenger, Fremont, OH 

'I was lucky': Veteran, 95, recalls experiences as WWII paratrooper 

Elmore's Calvin Haar had 1 combat jump and a close call as phone operator 
Daniel Carson 

The News-Messenger 
 

ELMORE - If Calvin Haar had a moment of truth 
about whether he should be a U.S. Army 
paratrooper, it probably came when he took his 
first look down from a Fort Benning training 
tower. 

He'd grown up on a farm in Lindsey. 

When he'd enlisted in 1943, Haar volunteered for 
parachute school. 

And there he stood months later high above the 
Georgia training base, not far removed from high 
school, hundreds of miles from his Northwest 
Ohio home and peering 250 feet down at the 
ground. 

"I was a little scared, " Haar, 95, of Elmore, said 
as he recalled the experience with his wife, Betty, 
at their Ottawa County home Thursday. 

Haar, 95, of Elmore served as a paratrooper and also as a switchboard operator during World War II. 

Sara Toris, director of the Ottawa County Veteran Services office, said Haar is one of the few World War 
II veterans still living in the county. 

She is not sure if he is the oldest. 

The National World War II Museum, citing U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs statistics, reported only 
389,292 of the 16 million Americans who served in World War II are alive in 2019. 

Of those veterans, more than 15,000 live in Ohio. 

Haar gets animated when he recalls some details of his service during the war.   

His only combat jump, one close call as a phone operator with the Germans, his substantial poker 
winnings — the memories came flooding back as he recounted his journey from a local farm to World 
War II's end in Europe. 

  

This photo of Calvin Haar, a World War II U.S. Army 
veteran from Elmore, shows him in 1943 at 18 shortly after 
graduating from Fremont Ross High School.  Now 95, Harr 
is one of the last remaining World Warr II veterans still 
living in Ottawa County. Daniel Carlson/The News 
Messenger 
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Heads for Europe 

Had World War II never happened, Haar probably would have been working on a farm. 

 

He graduated from Fremont Ross High School in 1942. In high school, Haar took several agriculture-
related classes. 

Instead, he immediately joined the military. 

After enlisting in Toledo, Haar went through months of training in Georgia, then Camp Mackall in North 
Carolina before heading across the Atlantic Ocean toward Italy as part of a six-ship convoy. 

He remembered reaching Italy and initially camping in an olive grove. 

"The olives weren't fresh," he joked. 

One combat jump 

Haar never got entangled in any bad battles, 
he said. 

Through timing, an unfortunate case of 
jaundice, and circumstances, Haar stayed in 
the background of the war's most brutal 
fights toward the end of World War II 
in Europe.  

The Ottawa County man just missed the 
Siege of Bastogne, part of the larger Battle of 
the Bulge. 

His outfit took a beating at Bastogne, Haar 
recalled. 

"I was lucky. I didn't get there in time," he 
said. 

Haar jumped 13 times out of a plane. 

There were generally 12 paratroopers in a jump lineup, he recalled, with a jumpmaster who told the 
soldiers to check each other's equipment and make sure everything was packed properly. 

To make a jump, paratroopers would first make a right turn at the plane's door, then a left turn as they 
left the plane. 

Haar said that allowed a paratrooper's chute to open up over his head. 

"You don't feel a thing. The chute goes over your head and you start swinging," Haar said. 

 

Calvin Haar, 95 of Elmore, holds up his photo of himself from 
1943, after he had enlisted in the U.S. Army.  Haar served as a 
paratrooper in Europe during the war.  Daniel Carlson/The News 
Messenger 
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A paratrooper's backpack would be attached to a static line, which broke a light cord attached to the pack 
and allowed a parachute to open. 

On his one combat jump, Haar dropped into southern France on Aug. 15, 1944. 

 

Word got around among the U.S. paratroopers that the Germans had pulled most of their troops away 
from the drop area and sent them toward a region where the Battle of the Bulge raged on. 

"We got a little confident," Haar said. 

The jump didn't go as planned. 

Seventy five years later, Haar mused that the pilot of his plane "must have been drunk," as he and other 
paratroopers ended up 20 miles inland from their intended landing zone. 

The Germans had set up four-foot posts throughout vineyards in the area, which caused considerable 
damage to gliders attempting to land, Haar said. 

He and other paratroopers fought their way back to a beach in Southern France, with light casualties. 

Haar serves in Europe 

 Haar's remaining personal mementos from 
World War II include a frayed card 
emblazoned with a buzzard insignia, 
denoting the paratrooper's service with the 
517th Parachute Combat Team's "Battling 
Buzzards"  in the European Theater. 

He served with the Buzzards' Company A, 
1st Platoon, from May 1944 through June 
1945. 

When Haar was in Southern France, he 
came down with jaundice and went to the 
hospital. 

While he was in the hospital, his outfit 
pulled out and marched to the Battle of the 
Bulge area. 

 Haar was released from the hospital and 
tasked with taking care of the phones. 

One night, a phone line went dead and he had to venture out in the dark about 300 yards to trace a call 
and find out where the line had broken. 

His trip in the dark led him to finding German soldiers, who had briefly taken over an American outpost 
near his camp. 

 

  
Calvin Haar, 95, of Elmore served with the U.S. Army’s “Battling 
Buzzards” 517th Parachute Combat Team during World War II.  
Haar made on combat jump as a paratrooper during the war.  
Daniel Carlson/The News Messenger 
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He quickly hot footed it back to the camp. 

"What happened to the people out there, I'll never know," Haar said. 

 After the war 

When World War II ended in Europe in 
1945, Haar had the choice of going back 
to the United States (with the 
possibility of being sent to the war's 
Pacific Theater) or to remain in Berlin 
as part of the Allied postwar 
occupation. 

He remained in Germany as a 
switchboard operator and on guard 
duty in the American zone of Berlin 
until December 1945, when Haar 
received his honorable discharge. 

Haar saw the beginnings of the Cold 
War. 

He remembered American soldiers 
being told that if they were on a bus in 
Berlin and sat next to Russian 
soldiers to not speak around them. 

Americans were told all of the Russians spoke English, Haar said. 

While Haar was in Europe he stayed in touch with Betty Murray from back home. 

Haar still has the 1944 holiday card, "Seasons Greeting from a Paratrooper," that he sent to his future 
wife. 

Betty Haar said she met Calvin at the Sandusky County Fair as teens and corresponded with him during 
his time overseas. 

The Haars will be married 73 years as of Nov. 15. 

"That's a milestone," she said. 

Sent $4,500 poker winnings home 

Haar also sent $4,500 in poker winnings to his family, until the Army changed the rules and wouldn't 
allow soldiers to send more than their monthly pay back home. 

For Haar, that was $120. 

When asked about his success at poker, Haar attributed it to luck. 

 

Betty and Calvin Harr will be celebrating their 73rd wedding anniversary 
Nov 15.  They corresponded with each other while Harr served as a U.S. 
Army paratrooper overseas during World War II.  Daniel Carlson/The 
News Messenger 
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He went to work at Martin Marietta in 1950 and stayed there 39 years until his retirement. 

With his wife, Haar has visited every state in the U.S. and made trips back to Europe. 

They showed an autographed photo from former President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, and 
talked about their tour of Carter's peanut operation in Plains, Ga. 

"Jimmy Carter has just a little better house than ours," Calvin said. 

Haar started making chocolate 25 years ago as a hobby. 

He offered some of his hand-made chocolate-covered cashews to a News-Messenger reporter Thursday. 

While he still commemorates Veterans Day every year, which is coming up on Monday, time has slowed 
Haar down and he's not as active as he was with veteran-related events. 

It's been seven decades since he's made a jump. 

Now, Haar has his memories of his service and the "funny, crazy attitude" he had when he enlisted, 
where he thought it would be fun to jump out of planes. 

dacarson@gannett.com 

Source:  https://www.thenews-messenger.com/story/news/local/2019/11/08/i-lucky-veteran-95-recalls-

experiences-wwii-paratrooper/2521925001/ 

Calvin Haar was with A Company. - BB 

 

Bob, 
 
I noticed it's been awhile since the last Mail Call.  I hope you're in good health.  Were you able to 
convert my dad's WWII Photo History document from Word to PDF? 
 
Thanks, 
Glenn Helms 

 
 
Hi Glenn.   Just trying to finish up a long overdue MailCall now.   Thanks for the reminder about 
converting your Dad’s bio.  Attached is a pdf version. 
 
I will add it to the photos section of the website soon, although I know you said you are working on a 
whole bio.  I look forward to that as well. 
 
Bob Barrett
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Administrivia 
 

 
If you miss any MailCalls, they are all available online at http://www.517prct.org/mailcall/ 

▪ At any time, if you want to be added or removed from the MailCall list, just let me know, or just click 
on the unsubscribe link on the email. 

▪ Send any news, stories, or feedback to: MailCall@517prct.org 

▪ If you send me email that you do not want included in MailCall, just label it as FYEO. 

▪ I now understand how Ben could get confused about what he already posted and what he didn’t.  If I 
miss something, please just send it again. 

 
 
Website www.517prct.org 
Send MailCall news to MailCall@517prct.org 
MailCall Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
2018 Roster (updated!) www.517prct.org/roster.pdf  
Thunderbolt Archives www.517prct.org/archives 
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